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About Transition Galway 
Transition Galway is a local voluntary grassroots environmental organisation and is one of thousands of Transition 
projects around the world. Our aim is to build strong resilient communities and a vibrant local economy to deal with 
sustainability challenges such as reduced fossil fuel supplies and climate change. Founded in January 2011, Transition 
Galway has been very active and organise local events such as Green Drinks Galway (a regular free talk with guest 
environmental speakers), community film screenings and workshops. We also run a community garden at a local 
city-centre primary school (Scoil Chroí Íosa on the Newcastle Road) and we collaborate in projects with other local 
environmental groups. In November 2015 Transition Galway launched ‘A Vision for Galway 2030’, a 100 page plan 
that resulted from a series of open, public visioning events to allow people share their ideas for a low-carbon, 
sustainable Galway City by the year 2030.  

 
 
1.2 Strategic Vision Galway - Strategic Goals (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the replacement of the current text: 

4. Apply the principle of sustainability particularly where it relates to the uses of land, buildings, water, 
energy, waste and through the encouragement of sustainable modes of transport and the integration of 
transportation with land use. 

 
Replace with: 

4. Galway City Council become a ‘Council in Transition’ such that sustainability and resilience would be 
central to all of the council’s policies, work and activities. Make ecological limits central to all 
decision making and apply the principle of sustainability particularly where it relates to the uses of land, 
buildings, water, energy, waste and through the encouragement of sustainable modes of transport and 
the integration of transportation with land use.  

 

Background and rationale: 
Like Totnes Town Council in the UK, Galway City Council would become a ‘Council in Transition’. In this scenario, 
sustainability and resilience would be central to all of the council’s policies, work and activities. Special training 
would be arranged for executive members and council staff. Certain specialist staff would need to be recruited. The 
council would prepare a detailed plan for the city showing how the city would become low carbon and prepare for 
the impacts of climate change and reduced availability of fossil fuels. Such a council would inform citizens about 
environmental challenges and community-based solutions. 
 
In their most recent report, the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) has warned against exceeding 2 
degrees Celsius of warming (compared to pre-industrial temperatures) so as to avoid the most devastating impacts 
of climate change. Climate change is one of the greatest environmental challenges facing humanity but there are 
others such as resource depletion, biodiversity loss, pollution and soil erosion. We need to ensure all people live 
well, within the means of one planet. To achieve this we can use various tools such as carbon budgeting, emissions 
trading and ecological footprinting. 
 
Further information: 
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http://www.totnestowncouncil.gov.uk 
Totnes Town Council, Devon, England 

 
 

1.2 Strategic Vision Galway - Strategic Goals (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new Strategic Goal: 

8. Support and facilitate an oil-free Galway City by 2030. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Galway City would be an exemplar city and test bed for different technologies and approaches by becoming oil-free 
by the year 2030. The government of Sweden proposed a similar programme in 2006 for their entire country to be oil-
free by 2020. A special unit within SEAI (Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland) could be set up to implement this 
ambitious transformation. This programme would involve SEAI liaising with representatives from local government, 
NUIG, GMIT, local NGOs and the Minister for Energy. Sufficient funding and fiscal incentives would come from the 
state and the EU. Many solutions outlined in this document would be implemented. As well as providing an example 
for other small cities around the globe to emulate, there would be significant job creation and tourism potential. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.government.se 
Commission on Oil Independence, Government of Sweden 

 

 
Policy 2.2 Housing Strategy (I) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support the development of new housing along the Galway to Oranmore rail line. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Medium-density suburban housing could be constructed along the Galway-Dublin train line (between Renmore 
Barracks and Oranmore Train Station) to avail of a new DART-style suburban rail service. 
 
The new housing at Renmore Barracks would involve the relocation of the existing military facilities to the edge of 
city. Some of the historical military buildings could be incorporated into the new development. A new pedestrian 
and cycle link to city centre (over Lough Atalia) and a new bridge over the railway line to Renmore could be built. 
 
New affordable medium-density housing would also be built at the new suburban train stations at Ballyloughane, 
Murrough, Roscam and Oranbeg so as to encourage use of the train instead of the car. The new stations would be 
located within walking distance of existing suburbs and new housing. 
New affordable medium-density housing would also be built adjacent to the new Oranmore Train Station. There 
would be a small retail component (grocery shop, etc.) to the development. Good pedestrian and cycling linkages 
with the existing village of Oranmore would be installed. 

 
 

Policy 2.2 Housing Strategy (II) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate intentional communities such as ecovillages, cohousing communities and housing 
cooperatives. 

 

Background and rationale: 
An intentional community is a planned residential community designed from the start where people live together 

http://www.totnestowncouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.government.se/
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on the basis of explicit common values. They typically share responsibilities and resources. Intentional communities 
include ecovillages, cohousing communities, spiritual communities, communes and housing cooperatives. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.thevillage.ie 
Cloughjordan Ecovillage, Co. Tipperary 
 
http://www.ic.org 
The Fellowship for Intentional Community, Missouri, USA 
 
http://www.diggersanddreamers.org.uk 
Diggers and Dreamers, London, UK 

 

Policy 2.2 Housing Strategy (III) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate fuel poverty alleviation with deep-retrofitting. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Fuel poverty occurs for a multitude of reasons in people’s homes: as a result of an energy inefficient house, low 
disposable income, lack of understanding or education, high energy prices and household energy practices, lifestyle 
and values. Irish households spend on average between €1,300 – €2,500 a year on heating fuel and light. Those who 
spend more than 10% of their disposable income on energy are said to be suffering from energy poverty. The 
common perspective is that it is the elderly that suffer most from this, however, low income, single parent middle-
aged families are statistically more at risk. While there are fuel allowances and there have been energy efficiency 
retrofit schemes from SEAI to improve building energy rating standards, more sustainable long-term policies are 
required. Most retrofits to date have been shallow, in that the minimum amount of energy efficiency upgrades have 
been carried out. 
 
Full deep retrofits of all aspects of building fabric and heating systems are required. Higher levels of building 
standards compliance and enforcement is a priority, and not only to alleviate those at risk from poor quality rental 
housing. Deep home heating retrofit schemes are a necessity. Social funding would be needed for low income 
households who do not have the disposable income to invest in fuel switching, new boilers or home heating efficiency 
measures. Revisiting and surveying fuel allowance recipients is required to best allocate this social protection 
measure to those who need it most, and this funding should not be spent on subsidising unsustainable carbon 
intensive fuels such as coal. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.energyaction.ie 
Energy Action, IDA Unit 14, Dublin 8 
 
http://www.seai.ie/Power_of_One/Grants_Available/ 
Better Energy Homes Scheme, Warmer Homes Scheme (SEAI) 
 
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/social_welfare/social_welfare_payments/extra_social_welfare_benefits/fuel_
allowance.html 

 
 

Policy 2.2 Housing Strategy (IV) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

http://www.thevillage.ie/
http://www.ic.org/
http://www.diggersanddreamers.org.uk/
http://www.energyaction.ie/
http://www.seai.ie/Power_of_One/Grants_Available/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/social_welfare/social_welfare_payments/extra_social_welfare_benefits/fuel_allowance.html
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/social_welfare/social_welfare_payments/extra_social_welfare_benefits/fuel_allowance.html
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 Support and facilitate fuel poverty alleviation using ESCOs (Energy Service Companies) and community 
enterprise co-operatives. 

 

Background and rationale: 
ESCOs (Energy Service Companies) and community enterprise co-operatives could play an important role in 
helping alleviate fuel poverty by providing finance for deep retrofitting of energy-inefficient building stock as well 
as carrying out the actual building works.  

 
 

Policy 2.5 Outer Suburbs 
 
Transition Galway recommends the replacement of the current bullet point text: 

 Encourage the use of homezones within residential developments. 
 
Replace with: 

 Encourage the use of homezones and the development of car-free neighbourhoods within residential 
developments. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Some parts of any new developments could be built as car-free neighbourhoods similar to Vauban, Frieburg in 
Germany (5,000 residents) and several dozen other neighbours across the world. Car-free neighbourhoods involve 
designing places where vehicles are physically prevented from entering the streets where people live. There are 
exceptions (emergency vehicles, etc.). A few peripheral parking spaces are available (usually around one space for 
every five homes) and a few are reserved for car club vehicles. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.vauban.de 
Vauban (neighbourhood), Freiburg, Germany 

 
 

Policy 3.4 Cycling and Walking 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate the free carriage of bicycles on all public transport. 
 

Rationale: 
Allowing passengers take their bicycles on buses and trains at no additional cost promotes greater cycling, greater 
public transport use and reduced car dependency.   

 
 

Policy 3.5 Public Transport (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the replacement of the current bullet point text: 

 Promote and facilitate rail transport in particular the development of commuter rail and improved 
interurban services. 

 
Replace with: 

 Promote and facilitate rail transport in particular the development of suburban commuter rail with new 
train stations between Galway and Oranmore and improved interurban services. 
 

Background and rationale: 
This calls for a DART (Dublin Area Rapid Transit) type railway service for Galway between Ceannt Station and 
Athenry. The DART is a very successful suburban rail service that serves many school, college and work commuters 

http://www.vauban.de/
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in the greater Dublin area and outlying towns. There is a similar service in Cork (connecting Mallow, Cobh and 
Midleton with Cork City). 
 
A new suburban rail service in Galway would use the existing Dublin to Galway line. Existing stations at Athenry 
and Oranmore would be used but new stations would also need to be built. New housing development would occur 
along the rail line so as to encourage the use of the train instead of the car for journeys into the city centre. New 
stations would be located so as to be within walking distance of existing suburbs and new housing. Possible 
locations for stations include: Renmore Barracks, Ballyloughane, Murrough, Roscam and Oranbeg. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.irishrail.ie/about-us/dart-commuter 
DART, Dublin 

 
 

Policy 3.5 Public Transport (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a light rail system for Galway. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A LUAS-type light rail system for the greater Galway area could provide a very attractive alternative to the car. 
Light rail has emerged in recent years as a very popular addition to public transportation systems worldwide. New 
light rail systems have been recently implemented across Europe in Strasbourg, Stockholm and Manchester. LUAS 
in Dublin has been a remarkable success. There are currently two separate proposals for a light rail system in 
Galway: GLUAS and SUIG. 
The case for such a system is strong: 
– As such a system would have dedicated tram paths and be almost completely independent of the road traffic and 
be given priority at road junctions, it would offer a reliable service with minimum travel times. 
– Commuters from the main road thoroughfares into the city could be accommodated by lines that run from 
Bearna, Moycullen, Ballybrit and Oranmore into the city. 
– Both design proposals connect the main residential areas with the city centre and with the main industrial 
estates in the east of the city. 
– With long carriages and greater frequency during busy periods, a tram system would have a high capacity to 
cope with large passenger numbers when it is most needed. 
– Trams are more accessible to people with physical disabilities. Trams operate at kerb level so boarding trams is 
easier for wheelchair users. 
– There is a high degree of passenger comfort on a light rail system. With spacious carriages and excellent 
suspension, trams offer a very smooth ride. 
– Land values near stations and along the lines would increase. 
– There would be increased footfall for businesses near tram stations. 
– Rundown areas near stations can be regenerated with new commercial and residential development. 
– Districts that undergo urban regeneration close to stations can be developed at higher densities so more people 
can live nearby and use the service to get around. 
– Park and ride facilities can be installed near stations especially at the edge of the city. 
– The lines and stations would be located so as to maximise integration with the bus and train services so as to 
allow passengers greater flexibility and choice. 
– Such a system would be a great asset for tourists visiting the city. 
– A light rail system would be viable in a small city such as Galway. There are light rail systems in at least 14 
European cities smaller in size than Galway including: Halberstadt, Germany (population 40,526), Valenciennes, 
France (pop. 41,278); Brandenburg, Germany (pop. 71,778). 
– Trams are more environmentally friendly as they are powered by electricity, which could come from local 
renewable sources such as wind making it even greener. 
 

http://www.irishrail.ie/about-us/dart-commuter
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Further information: 
 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/SUIGLightRailforGalway 
SUIG (Solas Uirbeach Iarnród na Gaillimhe) 
http://www.gluas.ie 
GLUAS, Light Rail for Galway 
http://www.luas.ie 
LUAS, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 
http://www.rpa.ie 
Railway Procurement Agency, Parkgate Street, Dublin 8 

 
 

Policy 3.5 Public Transport (III) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate the full reopening of the Western Rail Corridor. 
 

Background and rationale: 
The Western Rail Corridor is a partly disused railway line running through the west of Ireland. The Limerick to 
Athenry section has been reopened recently. However, the line from Athenry to Collooney, Co. Sligo remains closed. 
This should be reopened for the use of passenger and freight traffic. There are many decent sized towns along the 
route including Claremorris, Swinford and Kiltimagh. More importantly, the reopening of the full line would 
connect by rail most of the major urban centres in the west of Ireland: Cork, Limerick, Ennis, Galway, Tuam, 
Westport, Ballina and Sligo. As well as being a service for local people there is great potential for visitors using the 
line as it runs almost the entire length of the west of the country and connects many tourist destinations. 
 
The line could be reopened in stages. We could start with reopening the Tuam to Athenry section of the line. This 
could cater for much of the Tuam and north County Galway commuter traffic into Galway city. Tuam to 
Claremorris could be the second phase and Claremorris to Collooney would be the final phase. 
 
There may even be a case, in the future, for building a new rail line between Sligo Town and Derry City via Co. 
Donegal and so complete the rail circuit of Ireland. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.westontrack.com 
West on Track, Claremorris, Co. Mayo 

 
 

Policy 3.5 Public Transport (IV) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate greener public transport vehicles. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Taxis, the bus fleet and the rail fleet could be powered by green energy. While almost all old buses run on Diesel, 
we could use more sustainable technologies such as: hybrid electric buses, all-electric buses, fuel cell buses, 
biodiesel buses and biogas buses. If the rail network was electrified, trains and any future light rail system could be 
powered by locally generated renewable electricity.  

 
 

Policy 3.6 Road and Street Network and Accessibility 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/SUIGLightRailforGalway
http://www.gluas.ie/
http://www.luas.ie/
http://www.rpa.ie/
http://www.westontrack.com/
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 Support and facilitate the full replacement of roundabouts with signalised junctions. 
 

Rationale: 
Galway would be made safer for pedestrians and cyclists if the city’s remaining roundabouts were replaced with 
signalised (traffic lights) junctions. 

 
 

Policy 4.1 Green Network (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Prioritise the planting of native trees, flowers and other plants. 
 

Rationale: 
Native plants support more biodiversity. For example, native oak trees are important habitats for hundreds of 
invertebrate species and many birds and mammals. 

 
 

Policy 4.1 Green Network (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Cease use of harmful herbicides, pesticides and fungicides by Galway City Council. 
 

Rationale: 
Many herbicides, pesticides and fungicides have been shown to be dangerous to human health and to the health 
of other forms of life. Roundup (a Monsanto product) has been banned in France and the Netherlands after the 
active ingredient was classified as "probably carcinogenic to humans" by the United Nations. 2,4-
Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (usually called 2,4-D) is a widely used herbicide that has been classified by the World 
Health Organisation as a possible carcinogen. Use of pesticides does not just harm their intended targets but also 
many other unintended species. 

 
 

Policy 4.1 Green Network (III) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate the planting of wildflower meadows and the setting aside of areas in public parks 
for wildlife.   
 

Background and rationale: 
Setting aside an area in private gardens and in public parks can increase the wildlife value. Allowing “weeds” 
(nettles, brambles, etc.) to grow provides food and shelter for birds and insects. Letting a part of a lawn to grow 
wild or sowing wildflower meadows can encourage bees and butterflies. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk 
Wild About Gardens, UK 
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie 
The National Biodiversity Data Centre, Carriganore WIT West Campus, Waterford 

 
 

Policy 4.1 Green Network (IV) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

http://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
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 Support and facilitate api-centric beekeeping.   
 

Background and rationale: 
The work of bees in sustaining the planet is very important and many people are unaware of the important job 
these little creatures do. The problems of bee colony collapse disorder need to be addressed on a global scale. As 
Albert Einstein put it “if the bee disappeared off the surface of the globe, then man would have only four years of 
life left. No more bees, no more pollination, no more plants, no more animals, no more man”. 
 
Api-centric beekeeping needs to be encouraged instead of intensive beekeeping. This means putting the bees at 
the centre of beekeeping practice. It may be referred to as ‘bee-friendly beekeeping’ in that the habits, natural 
behaviours and needs of the bee are the first consideration of the beekeeper, rather than for example, honey 
production. 
 
The main features of api-centric beekeeping include: 
• Providing a near-natural environment and allowing the bees to control their own colonies as they would in 
nature; interfering with them as little as possible. 
• Using bee-friendly hives (size of home that evidence shows they would select in the wild), allowing them to build 
their own comb 
• Letting them decide for themselves on the mix of workers to drones (male) bees and letting them swarm as and 
when they feel the need. 
• Queen is not controlled in the same way as she would be in conventional beekeeping. 
• Interest is in the protection and preservation of the bee as a wild creature rather than seeing it only as a 
producer of honey. Whilst honey may sometimes be harvested, this is done only having ensured they have 
sufficient stores for bees themselves. 
• Challenging the concept of weeds in the public mindset.Councils around the world tend to reflect this mindset 
and treat many public areas hedgerows, roundabouts and verges with pesticides which harm insects. 
• Encouraging biodiversity (the better the bees food source, the better the honey). Not just about planting 
wildflower meadows but about leaving wild areas such as hedgerows alone rather than treating many of the 
plants which grow on them as weeds. 
• Farmers will get the pollination benefits for their crops by encouraging bees onto their land. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.waywardbeekeeping.wordpress.com/apicentricbeekeeping/ 
http://www.milkwood.net/2013/03/05/the-sun-hiveexperiments-in-natural-beekeeping/ 
http://www.waywardbeekeeping.wordpress.com/apicentricbeekeeping/, 
http://www.yabeep.blogspot.ie/2009/06/sustainablebeekeeping.html 
http://www.beesfordevelopment.org/what-we-do/sustainablebeekeeping 

 
 

Policy 4.1 Green Network (V) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate urban food gardens and urban agriculture. 
 

Background and rationale: 
We need to grow more of our food within Galway city. For example, it is possible to get 40 tons per hectare from 
allotments and back gardens in vegetable production. Urban agriculture can take many forms: 
– Allotments: We need to build on the growing allotment movement in Galway by allowing local residents grow 
most of their own food near where they live at an affordable cost. Well maintained allotments with good facilities 
need to be established all over the city (these could be on both public and private land). 
 
– Front and Back Gardens: Many suburban houses in Galway have large rear garden space that could be 
cultivated. Raised beds could be built in front gardens. 
 

http://www.waywardbeekeeping.wordpress.com/apicentricbeekeeping/
http://www.milkwood.net/2013/03/05/the-sun-hiveexperiments-in-natural-beekeeping/
http://www.waywardbeekeeping.wordpress.com/apicentricbeekeeping/
http://www.yabeep.blogspot.ie/2009/06/sustainablebeekeeping.html
http://www.beesfordevelopment.org/what-we-do/sustainablebeekeeping


Page 9 of 52 
 

– Edible Parks: This is an approach to public parks where exotic ornamentals are replaced with productive, edible, 
organic and attractive plants (herbs, salads, fruit trees, nut trees, vegetables etc.). Those visiting the parks can 
simply collect produce when ripe. Signage would be erected, leaflets produced, a website would be set up and 
workshops could be held to inform the public about food. 
 
– Unusual Spaces: All manner of plants (herbs, salads, fruit etc.) can be grown in the city such as on balconies, 
rooftop areas, window sills and in conservatories. 
 
– Garden Share Scheme: This is an often informal arrangement where a landowner allows a gardener access to 
land, typically a front or back garden, in order to grow food. The gardener can pay the landowner in produce 
and/or money. A website will be set up to facilitate matchmaking. 
 
– Public Building Gardens: Public Buildings such as schools, hospitals, Council buildings are ideal places to 
demonstrate commitment to locally sourced, organic or naturally farmed food. Relying on volunteers to use small 
areas of the city as community gardens is no longer enough. It is valuable work that immediately and directly feeds 
back into the community. Paid employment for active, knowledgeable food growers will make Galway more 
resilient. Outlines of possible new full-time employment and workscheme opportunities for 
horticulturalists/growers can be found in: 
community & education (School Garden Facilitator) and in 
inner transition (Hospital Garden Facilitator) 
 
Getting food from point A (ground) to point B (mouth) in the least possible distance and time is practical, 
straightforward way of cutting carbon emissions. 
 
The health benefits for working in and eating from a garden are well known, but never factored into budgets. 
People working in healthy environments means savings to the healthcare system. This is an unseen potential 
saving that is currently lacking in budget planning. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.ediblelandscape.ie 
Edible Landscape Project, Great Western Greenway, Co. Mayo 
 
http://www.giyinternational.org 
Grow It Yourself (GIY), Carraiganore, Waterford 
 
http://www.allotments.ie 

 

Policy 4.1 Green Network (VI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate ‘Sustainable Garden Dig your Lawn Awards’. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A high publicised garden competition encouraging the people of Galway to replace traditional lawns with more 
sustainable gardening practices. The aim is to encourage the growing and eating of local, seasonal, fresh food, and 
to encourage biodiversity.  
Suggested award categories: 
– Best Overall Edible Garden 
– Best Vegetable Garden 
– Best Herb Garden 
– Best Fruit Garden 
– Best Wildflower Garden 
– Best Allotment Plot 

http://www.ediblelandscape.ie/
http://www.giyinternational.org/
http://www.allotments.ie/
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– Best Food Product 
– Most Sustainable Community Garden 
– Best Recycled Garden Sculpture  
The awards would require a marketing campaign that would be more substantial than the Tidy Towns garden 
award section. One way of doing this would be to create some gardens in unused public spaces. These “Council 
Gardens” would work as propaganda for the awards and for the City Council. 
Criteria would differ from the traditional Tidy Towns garden awards in that: 
– Native planting would be preferred. 
– Pesticides and weedkillers may not be used. Soil testing may be used in the Vegetable Garden category. 
– Evidence of growing from seed and sourcing of quality seed will be looked at. 
There is potential for including local business and creating new business and creating community involvement. 
As well as actively encouraging healthy living, the awards would also work as an educational tool. 
http://www.incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk 
http://tidytowns.ie 

 
 

Policy 4.3 Blue Spaces: Coast, Canals and Waterways (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support a sensitive revitalisation of the Eglinton Canal such as a limited number of small-scale barge 
hotels, restaurants and homes.  

 

Background and rationale: 
The Eglinton Canal, although relatively short and with many low bridges that prevent passage along its length, 
could be modestly revitalised as has happened in Bristol and London. Some use could be made of the canal for 
pleasure boats such as small-scale barge hotels or restaurants. There could also be some limited possibility for a 
limited number of canal barge homes. Any revitalisation should be carried out in a sensitive manner as the canal 
and its environs are important for wildlife conservation. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.galwaycity.ie/lough-corrib-trustees 
Lough Corrib Navigation Trustees 
 
http://www.canalboatrestaurant.ie 
Canal Boat Restaurant, Charlemont Place, Dublin 2 

 
 

Policy 4.3 Blue Spaces: Coast, Canals and Waterways (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Permit the sustainable harvesting of washed-up seaweed by local community gardens. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Ensure all education facilities and urban food garden projects have permission to access to excess seaweed from 
local beaches for food production and soil improvement. Ideally, the resource is supplied and delivered by the City 
Council. 
 
Surplus seaweed, often washed up onto beaches after storms, restricts use of sand areas for recreational activity. 
Seaweed is a resource that has potential for direct benefit to communities. 

 
 

Policy 4.4.1 Green Spaces: Urban Woodlands and Trees (I) 
 

http://www.incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk/
http://tidytowns.ie/
http://www.galwaycity.ie/lough-corrib-trustees
http://www.canalboatrestaurant.ie/


Page 11 of 52 
 

Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Prioritise the planting of native Irish trees. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Native trees support more biodiversity. For example, native oak trees are important habitats for hundreds of 
invertebrate species and many birds and mammals. 

 
 

Policy 4.4.1 Green Spaces: Urban Woodlands and Trees (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate community tree nurseries. 
 

Background and rationale: 
This idea involves groups of people collecting local tree seed and taking tree cuttings to grow trees that can then 
be planted locally. There are many good reasons for growing trees. Preference should be given to native tree 
species as they have much greater ecological benefits. For example, a native oak tree growing in Ireland can 
support about 290 different species of plants, animals, birds and insects for food and shelter. 
 
Volunteers would be needed to collect the seeds, to manage the young trees and for final planting. Guidance and 
information is available online and from national organisations.   
 
Some land would be required for a tree nursery. Seeds and cuttings could be arranged to be sown at community 
gardens, on local authority lands (with permission) or even on volunteers’ property. The trees would need to be 
managed (watering, weeding, mulching, thinning etc.) over a few years until they are ready for final planting.   
Once large enough, the saplings (young trees) are then planted in local areas such as parks, schools, playing 
pitches and conservation areas (where suitable). Some groups might decide to plant their young trees on local 
private land. Saplings could be planted as stand-alone trees, in forests or within hedgegrows. 
Groups may also decide to collect wild flower seed for planting. Another possibility for groups is to propagate fruit 
trees (creating apple trees by grafting etc.) for food production. 
 
Further information: 
www.coedenfach.org.uk 
Coeden Fach Tree Nursery, Bishopston, Swansea, Wales, UK 
 
www.communitytreetrust.co.uk 
The Community Tree Trust, Bedfordshire, England, UK 

 
 

Policy 4.5.4 Community Spaces: Allotments, Community Gardens and Cemeteries 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Provide a new separate ecological burial ground for the city or set aside a portion of any new cemeteries 
for ecological burials. 

 

Background and rationale: 
Conventional graveyards are too often a sea of granite and marble headstones covered in concrete surrounds, with 
few green areas and no wildlife. Natural burial grounds are an alternative, where the land has a second use as a 
living native woodland and wildflower meadow. Headstones are replaced by a small simple grave marker and the 
planting of a native Irish tree for each of the buried. There are pathways and benches throughout, with wild 
flowers and wildlife in abundance, making it a much more peaceful and natural place for friends and relatives of 
the deceased to visit and reflect. When offered, these are very popular with almost 300 natural burial sites in the 
UK alone.  
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Green coffins are used. Typical coffins can be made using polluting materials and substances such as veneered 
chipboard, plywood, glues, varnishes and paints. Large amounts of metals (steel, bronze, copper), plastic and rare 
timber are also used in mainstream coffins. Natural, non-toxic, biodegradable, eco-friendly options such as willow, 
wicker, banana leaf, water hyacinth, recycled cardboard, calico, Irish pine, pandanus and rattan are now widely 
available and are often cheaper. 
 
Greener embalming is used in ecological burials. The primary purpose of embalming is to delay decomposition long 
enough to allow the body to be viewed. Non-toxic and naturally derived embalming fluids (without formaldehyde 
or other bio-accumulating elements) can address concerns about ground contamination and the health of 
embalmers. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.greengraveyard.com 
Woodbrook Natural Burial Ground, Killane, Co. Wexford 
http://www.greencoffinsireland.com 
Green Coffins Ireland, St. Johnston, Co. Donegal 
http://www.naturaldeath.org.uk 
The Natural Death Centre, Winchester, England, UK 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate the green economy and the creation of green jobs.  
 

Background and rationale: 
The transition towards a greener economy is an opportunity to create new sustainable jobs in all sectors. The 
growing interest in areas such as eco-tourism is an opportunity to create jobs locally while also protecting the 
environment. Recognising the popularity of the Camino routes on the Continent, and the very successful Westport-
Achill and the newly-opened Castlebar-Turlough trails, constructing greenways in Galway could attract more 
walkers and cyclists and boost tourism. 
 
Eco-construction and retrofitting existing buildings to make them more energy efficient is another area where 
green jobs can be created. Other transition-related commercial opportunities and businesses could include the 
production of local renewable energy, local food production, waste recycling, research, glass manufacturing, wool 
production, horse breeding, natural building companies, leather works, cloth nappy laundries, and alteration 
services. 
 
Further Information: 
 
http://www.greenjobs.ie 
GreenJobs Ltd., 78 Merrion Square, Dublin 2 
 
http://www.greencareersireland.com 
 
http://www.greenforall.org 
Green For All, Oakland, California, USA 

 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate local social enterprises.  
 

http://www.greengraveyard.com/
http://www.greencoffinsireland.com/
http://www.naturaldeath.org.uk/
http://www.greenjobs.ie/
http://www.greencareersireland.com/
http://www.greenforall.org/
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Background and rationale: 
A social enterprise is a business whose primary aim is to achieve social impact rather than generate profit for 
owners and stakeholders. Like other businesses, a social enterprise trades in the market to provide goods and 
services in their locality. However, the key difference is that they do so with the explicit aim of tackling some key 
social or environmental issues in society (for example: inequality, climate change, etc.). Profits generated from 
trading are reinvested back into the business or local community, which in turn continues to provide employment, 
services and other benefits to the community. 
 
While social enterprises have existed for many years in Irish society, in recent years the importance of this business 
model in helping Ireland deal effectively with the transition to a more just, sustainable and resilient economy has 
become increasingly salient. The recent establishment of the Irish Social Enterprise and the Irish Social 
Entrepreneur Networks reflects increasing interest and popularity of the social enterprise business model among 
entrepreneurs in Ireland. 
 
Further Information: 
http://www.socent.ie 
http://www.socialentrepreneurs.ie 
http://www.socialenterprise.org.uk 

 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (III) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate Fairtrade.  
 

Background and rationale: 
Fairtrade is an alternative approach to conventional trade and is based on a partnership between some of the 
most disadvantaged farmers and workers in the developing world and the people who buy their products. The 
Fairtrade mark means farmers and workers in plantations and factories across the developing world are fairly 
rewarded for their product and labour. Fruit, coffee, tea and many other products can only carry the Fairtrade 
mark if the producer guarantees a fair price to growers, decent working conditions and wages, and improved 
environmental practices. 
 
Cities around the world can become Fairtrade Cities if they meet certain criteria that show support for Fairtrade 
locally. Although Galway City is already a Fairtrade City, much more can be done to increase the proportion of 
Fairtrade in the city. Local retailers could stock more Fairtrade produce. More cafés, canteens and pubs could offer 
Fairtrade tea and coffee. 
 
Further Information: 
 
http://www.fairtrade.ie 
Fair Trade Ireland, Dublin 7 
 
http://www.fairtrade.net 

 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (IV) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate divestment from fossil fuel and tobacco industries.  
 

Background and rationale: 
For a long time, many governments, local authorities, financial institutions (banks, etc.), retirement funds, 
educational institutions and religious institutions have been investing enormous sums of money in socially and 
environmentally catastrophic industries such as coal, oil and tobacco. For example, the UK’s big five banking 
groups put £66 billion into fossil fuel extraction in 2012 alone. 

http://www.socent.ie/
http://www.socialentrepreneurs.ie/
http://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/
http://www.fairtrade.ie/
http://www.fairtrade.net/
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Divestment is the opposite of investment – it simply means taking money out of pension or investment funds that 
are unethical. There is a mounting global campaign to promote divestment of these funds from the fossil fuel 
industry (oil, coal and gas). Glasgow and Stanford Universities are among a growing number of educational 
institutions leading the way on the issue. The fossil fuel divestment movement can help break the hold that the 
fossil fuel industry has on our economy and our governments. 
 
Educational and religious institutions, governments, and other organisations that serve the public good could 
divest from fossil fuels. These institutions could immediately freeze any new investment in fossil fuel companies, 
and divest public equities and corporate bonds from direct ownership or from funds that include fossil fuel, as soon 
as possible. 
 
Individuals can have an impact by simply writing to their pension or investment fund manager asking them to 
clarify whether their funds are directly linked to fossil fuel interests. If so, people can ask them to identify 
alternative, ethically sound investment funds. The more institutions and individuals that take up this challenge, the 
greater the driving force for change there will be, bringing us one step closer to a sustainable, habitable planet for 
our children and grandchildren. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.gofossilfree.org 
‘Go Fossil Free’ Campaign 
 
http://www.moveyourmoney.org.uk 
Move Your Money UK 

 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (V) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate the introduction of a local currency for Galway. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A local currency called ‘Corribs’ would be established. Notes in the currency would be brought into circulation. As 
many local businesses as possible would be encouraged to accept ‘Corribs’ along with euros. Galway City Council 
would accept the local currency also. Local businesses would be able to accept electronic payments of the local 
currency (using local currency credit cards or by text message or online via a website). 
 
Having a strong local economy is vital in making Galway resilient to any external shocks. A local currency system 
would strengthen the Galway economy by keeping money circulating in the community as well as encourage more 
local trade. A local currency would also: 
– reduce food miles and trade miles, which is good for the environment 
– raise awareness about economics amongst local people 
– build new relationships between local people and businesses 
– encourage tourists to use local businesses 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.bristolpound.org 
The Bristol Pound, UK 
http://www.totnespound.org 
The Totnes Pound, UK 

 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (VI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

http://www.gofossilfree.org/
http://www.moveyourmoney.org.uk/
http://www.bristolpound.org/
http://www.totnespound.org/
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 Support and facilitate a Green Chamber of Commerce. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A Green Chamber of Commerce would be an effective, representative working group made up of people who run 
local businesses and organisations, and who see the need to make a well planned and proactive shift to a 
sustainable situation. It would work with existing companies, large and small, to assess their own risk exposure 
and take action to ensure that they can continue to meet the community’s needs in an increasingly energy, 
resource and financially constrained world. The Green Chamber of Commerce could be incorporated into the 
existing Galway Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Activities could include: 
– Building a ‘Transition Action Group’ of local businesses and organisations 
– Mapping the local community’s needs for products and services 
– Import substitution analysis 
– Inventory of all local assets and resources – creating a database of what is available locally already 
– Identify skill gaps 
– Explore alternative financing systems, for example, mutual credit clearing, alternative currencies, localisation of 
savings and investments, local banks and bond issues, and community ownership 
– Assessing the risk exposure of local businesses to climate change and peak oil 
– Awards for ethical local businesses 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.greenchamberofcommerce.net 
Green Chamber of Commerce, San Francisco, California, USA 
 
http://www.usgreenchamber.com 
US Green Chamber of Commerce, San Diego, California, USA 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (VII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate green procurement. 
 

Background and rationale: 
The public sector of the Irish State has considerable purchasing power, spending about €15 billion on goods and 
services every year. The private sector (businesses, etc.) would have an even greater annual budget for buying 
goods or services. This significant combined purchasing power can be used to choose environmentally friendly 
products and services, and thus help stimulate a critical mass of demand for more sustainable goods and services. 
Simple examples would be the City Council or a local business insisting that they only purchase recycled paper, 
green cleaning products or energy efficient computers. This green public procurement is a strong stimulus for eco-
innovation and can help create a more resource-efficient economy. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.greenpublicprocurement.ie 
 
http://www.envirocentre.ie 
Envirocentre, Enterprise Ireland, Dublin 3 
 
http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp 

 
 

http://www.greenchamberofcommerce.net/
http://www.usgreenchamber.com/
http://www.greenpublicprocurement.ie/
http://www.envirocentre.ie/
http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp
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Policy 5.1 Enterprise (VIII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a new local bank for Galway. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A local public bank could be established that would focus on the local market. This bank would lend only for local 
projects that enhance the environmental sustainability of the Galway region. This bank could be owned by the 
local authority. Local public banking is very successful in Germany in the form of the Sparkasse banks. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.sparkasse.de 
‘Sparkasse’ Banks, Germany 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (IX) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate local cooperatives. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A co-operative (co-op) is an enterprise or business association that is owned and controlled by its members. They 
are democratic in structure and give as much emphasis to sustainability and community building as to the 
generation of profits and/or benefits to their members. A co-op is significantly different from other forms of 
companies in a way that makes it the ideal choice of business structure for community-based projects. Examples of 
co-ops that would enable sustainability include: local energy co-ops, organic food co-ops, and sustainable housing 
co-ops. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.icos.ie 
Irish Co-operative Organisation Society (ICOS), 84 Merrion Square, Dublin 2 
http://www.energyco-ops.ie 
Irish Energy Co-operatives, Windy Arbour, Dublin 14 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (X) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Produce an annual carbon budget and ecological footprint for Galway City. 
 

Background and rationale: 
In their most recent report, the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) has warned against exceeding 2 
degrees Celsius of warming (compared to pre-industrial temperatures) so as to avoid the most devastating impacts 
of climate change. Climate change is one of the greatest environmental challenges facing humanity but there are 
others such as resource depletion, biodiversity loss, pollution and soil erosion. We need to ensure all people live 
well, within the means of one planet. To achieve this we can use various tools: 
 
Carbon Budgeting 
Greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, methane, etc.) that cause climate change can be emitted through certain 
human activities. We need to measure the emissions of these gases, determine the magnitude of emissions 
reductions needed locally, set targets for future reductions and report on the progress of reductions. 
 

http://www.sparkasse.de/
http://www.icos.ie/
http://www.energyco-ops.ie/
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Ecological Footprinting 
An ecological footprint measures how much people take from nature. The footprint is then compared to what 
natural resources there are to provide for people. The ecological footprint takes into account how much farmland, 
forest area, grazing land and sea area it takes to provide everything people use. When analysing the world as a 
whole, the footprint accounts show that humanity is using nature about 1.5 times faster than nature renews itself. 
It is also possible to calculate how many planets it would take if everybody around the world consumed like a 
particular population. For example, if everyone lived the lifestyle of the average American we would need 4 planet 
Earths. 
 
We envision that most people would calculate their own personal ecological footprint using an online calculator. 
This would provide valuable feedback in terms of the most effective changes that people could make so as to 
reduce their footprints. Stalls would be set up in the main pedestrian areas of the city to allow people have their 
footprint calculated. 
 
The City Council would also carry out an annual ecological footprint analysis for the entire city that would help 
guide policy decisions. Businesses and organisations would also be encouraged to determine their footprints so as 
to inform future strategy. 
 
http://www.footprintnetwork.org 
Global Footprint Network, Geneva, Switzerland 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (XI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate shorter working week models. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Moving towards shorter hours of paid work offers a new route out of the multiple crises we face today. A new 
shorter working week could help to address a range of urgent, interlinked problems: overwork, unemployment, 
underemployment, over-consumption, high carbon emissions, low well-being, entrenched inequalities, and the 
lack of time to live sustainably, to care for each other, and simply to enjoy life. 
 
Shorter working hours would mean people would pay less tax as a proportion of their salary. It also would allow 
people to spend more time in their communities, and has the potential to bring about many benefits to Galway’s 
society related to long-term well-being, productivity and wealth. The two models described here propose 
different approaches. 
 
21 Hour Working Week: 
This is a proposal put forward by the New Economics Foundation in the UK to change what is considered a 
‘normal’ working week – down from 40 hours or more, to 21 hours. 
 
The 4-Day Working Week: 
This idea entails replacing a conventional 5-day work/school/college week with a 4-day work/school/college week 
plus a 1-day local community day. This would result in many people working or studying for 4 days per week, with 
one day taken off for community and family activities. This would, for example, enable children and adults to 
participate in local food growing and other community-based and extended classroom activities. 
 
Statistical evidence provides support to show that a shorter working week can result in greater productivity and 
higher wealth. Both Germany and France have seen productivity increases since 1980, which correlates with a 
drop of around 20 per cent in working hours. Low-working-hours Denmark and Norway are significantly wealthier 
in per capita GDP terms than high-hours United States. More than half of the Dutch working population works 
part time. 
 

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/
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Having shorter working weeks would immediately reduce unemployment rates and lower social welfare costs for 
the taxpayer, as job sharing would become a much more prominent employment model. There would be less 
unemployment if, say, two people worked 30 hours a week instead of just one person working 60 hours a week. 
 
A shorter working week would mean less time and money spent on commuting, and also a reduction in traffic 
congestion and pollution. Furthermore, it could be beneficial to parents who could spend more time with their 
children and save money on childcare. 
 
In terms of well-being and the quality of social relations, spending less time in paid work would enable us to spend 
more time with and care for each other – our parents, children, friends and neighbours – and to value and 
strengthen all the relationships that make our lives worthwhile and help to build a stronger society. Crucially, it 
could also help erode the consumerist ethic as people find greater satisfaction in engaging with their families and 
communities. 
 
Amongst the other possible advantages are: 
– More women entering the workforce 
– Helping long-term unemployed return to the labour force 
– Promoting flexible arrangements to suit employees, such as job sharing, extended care leave and sabbaticals 
– An increased minimum wage 
– A radical restructuring of state benefits 
– Stronger measures enforcing equal pay and opportunity (improving gender relations and the quality of family 
life) 
– Allow people have time to exercise and stay physically fit 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/entry/21-hours 
‘21 Hours’ (Report) – The New Economics Foundation, London, UK 
http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/entry/time-on-our-side 
‘Time on Our Side’ (Book) – The New Economics Foundation, London, UK 

 
 
Policy 5.1 Enterprise (XII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate green credit unions and green banking. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Local individuals, enterprises and organisations need to be able to access funding to help finance the great 
transition to a sustainable local economy. There are various financial institutions and mechanisms that could aid 
this transition. These include: 
 
Greener Credit Unions 
Credit Unions are by their nature rooted in the locality but there needs to be a renewed emphasis on loans that 
support local sustainability. Credit Unions could promote loans for local green/sustainable projects such as home 
energy upgrades (insulation and renewable energy installations, etc.); small local green businesses; local 
environmental organisations, etc. 
Further information: 
http://www.creditunion.ie 
Irish League of Credit Unions, 33-41 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2 
 
Green Banking 
This would involve all sectors of Irish or international banking (retail, investment, commercial, wholesale, etc.) that 
operate in Galway lending for projects that are environmentally sound. It would mean considering the triple 

http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/entry/21-hours
http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/entry/time-on-our-side
http://www.creditunion.ie/
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bottom line (i.e. the environmental, social and financial aspects of a loan) as financial institutions such as Triodos 
Bank already do. 
Further information: 
http://www.triodos.com 
Triodos Bank, The Netherlands 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (XIII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Place wellbeing at the centre of economic policy. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Placing wellbeing rather than GDP at the centre of economic policy challenges the assumption that wealth in itself 
creates human happiness. An approach to economics, which focuses on wellbeing, asserts that we are happiest 
when we are close to our family, connected to a community and are being paid decent wages to do meaningful 
work. Good economic policy should allow our communities to thrive and increase social equity and justice. A strong 
economy should create work conditions, which encourage a healthy work/life balance and support family life. 
 
Focusing on wellbeing will also challenge the idea that certain costs can be externalised.  
 
Environmental destruction, community destruction, a reduction in secure jobs and an increase in low-wage work 
must all be taken into account when determining whether to pursue a certain economic policy. When the bottom 
line is no longer the deciding factor in how we run the economy, our environment will be better protected. Any 
exploitation of natural resources must increase the wellbeing of those in the local community and wider society, 
and not just increase the profits of a few. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.neweconomics.org 
The New Economics Foundation, London, UK 
 
http://www.happyplanetindex.org 
 
http://www.grossnationalhappiness.com 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (XIV) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Foster the share economy. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A share economy seeks to make as much use of our resources as possible by reducing the amount of time where 
products, services and talents lie idle. For example, most cars sit unused for most of the day. A share economy 
focuses on access rather than ownership, so that we do not need to own a bicycle in order to have access to one. 
The new bike scheme in Galway is a good example of this.  
 
Some other examples are: 
– Carpooling 
– Job sharing 
– Shared childcare 
– Skills share (an online database for Galway could be set up) 
– Open source technology 

http://www.triodos.com/
http://www.neweconomics.org/
http://www.happyplanetindex.org/
http://www.grossnationalhappiness.com/
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– House exchanges for vacations – there are various websites 
 
A share economy also seeks to re-use rather than dump items that are still useful. The Jumbletown and Freecycle 
websites allow people to give away items they no longer need. There are many opportunities for organisations and 
businesses to share resources also. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.jumbletown.ie 
http://www.freecycle.org 
http://www.collaborativeconsumption.com 
http://www.meshing.it 
http://www.streetbank.com 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (XV) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Budget for climate change mitigation and adaptation. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Over the coming years, tackling and coping with climate change will affect all sectors of our economy. Although 
there is always pressure to spend money elsewhere, dealing with climate change must be a priority for us all. As 
has been clearly demonstrated by the Stern Review (UK, 2006), the cost of inaction on climate change far exceeds 
the cost of action. Long-term, integrated, strategic economic planning, involving all stakeholders on all 
institutional levels at every level of government from the local authority to the EU, is essential. The private sector 
will not be immune to climate change and it will have to play its role also. 
 
Mitigation – minimising climate change 
Climate change mitigation consists of actions to limit the magnitude and/or rate of climate change. Climate 
change mitigation generally involves reductions in human emissions of greenhouse gases by, for example, 
switching to renewable energy, the greater use of public transport, and increased energy efficiency at home and at 
work. Mitigation may also be achieved by increasing the capacity of carbon sinks, e.g. through reforestation. 
Mitigation policies can substantially reduce the risks associated with human-induced global warming. Most of the 
solutions in this document deal with mitigation. 
 
Adaptation – adjusting to climate change 
It is widely accepted in the scientific community that, even if there were no further increase in greenhouse gas 
emissions, there will be some inevitable changes in our climate due to historical emissions since the beginning of 
the industrial revolution. As a result, most countries are taking adaptation measures. Adaptation means 
anticipating the adverse effects of climate change and taking appropriate action to prevent or minimise the 
damage they can cause, or taking advantage of opportunities that may arise. 
 
Examples of adaptation include: 
– building sea defences to deal with higher sea levels 
– growing different crops that can tolerate a wetter, warmer climate 
– strengthening of overhead transmission and distribution infrastructure (electricity cables, etc.) so as to be able to 
withstand stronger and more frequent storms 
– not building new housing in river flood plains that are more vulnerable to flooding 
 
Under the National Adaptation Framework (2012), each relevant Irish government department and state agency is 
expected to prepare climate change adaptation plans for their sector. Climate change needs to be integrated into 
the development of policies, plans and programmes of all state organisations. To be effective and ensure a good 
return for the taxpayer, these plans need to be comprehensive, coherent and not contradictory. 
 

http://www.jumbletown.ie/
http://www.freecycle.org/
http://www.collaborativeconsumption.com/
http://www.meshing.it/
http://www.streetbank.com/
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Greater economic analysis of the risks associated with climate change needs to be carried out using the best 
information from the scientific community. The economic costs and benefits associated with adaptation options 
need to be continually assessed. 
 
Government bodies should work together to share knowledge, experience and resources as well as to take 
advantage of economies of scale. Government employees will need to have expertise in climate change meaning 
that new staff may have to be recruited and/or existing staff will need additional training. 
 
Significant financial investment in adaptation will be required in the short, medium and long term. 
Some sectors will be more vulnerable than others. It is clear that there are significant long-term risks for coastal 
infrastructure both from extreme weather events (such as flooding) and gradual climate change. In other sectors, 
some adaptation actions can lead to high benefit-cost ratios and/or can be implemented at low cost. 
 
Contingency budgets for climate change emergencies (flooding, storm damage, etc.) will also need to be funded. 
 
Companies and businesses will also need to prepare and plan for a changing climate. Some sectors will be more 
vulnerable to negative effects and will require major and on-going investments to be made in order to cope. For 
example, sectors relying heavily on water (such as agriculture) will need to consider water efficiency measures as 
part of their future business models, including alternatives to treated water. 
 
Climate change will have negative consequences in the decades ahead, but there will also be positive 
consequences for some sectors. In the forestry sector, for example, there may be commercial opportunities in the 
potential increases in tree growth and in the greater range of species that can be grown. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.environ.ie 
National Adaptation Framework, Department of Environment, Community & Local Government, Dublin 1 
 
http://www.climateadaptation.eu 
Centre for Climate Adaptation 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (XVI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and expand the ‘Made in Galway’ brand. 
 

Background and rationale: 
‘Made in Galway’ is a Galway County Council initiative that helps local producers promote their wares, and gives 
assurances to consumers that what they buy is a genuinely local product. It also manages a free online directory, 
listing a range of food and craft producers that Galway has to offer. ‘Made in Galway’ was awarded the Chambers 
Ireland Excellence in Local Government Award for Services to Business in 2014.  This is a solution to promoting 
local produce. The project needs to be expanded and more businesses need to get on board to help the local 
economy. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.madeingalway.ie 
Made in Galway, Áras an Chontae, Prospect Hill, Galway 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (XVII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

http://www.environ.ie/
http://www.climateadaptation.eu/
http://www.madeingalway.ie/
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 Support and facilitate electricity autoproduction. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Autoproduction of electricity is the production of electricity for a business’s own use on their own premises. This 
arises where an electricity consumer has an onsite generator to provide a portion of their electricity needs. This 
onsite generator is not operated as a backup generator at times of grid outage – rather it displaces imports from 
the grid on a day-to-day basis. 
 
The most common sources of generation technologies are: natural gas fuelled combined heat and power (CHP), 
biomass CHP, anaerobic digestion CHP, small scale hydro, wind power and solar photovoltaic. 
 
There is potential for these generators to be called on by the electricity grid operator if needed via the Smart Grid. 
Companies can finance and operate their own generator themselves. Companies can also get an ESCo (Energy 
Service Company) to finance, build, own and operate the generator on their premises. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.enerpower.ie 
Enerpower, Waterford Business Park, Cork Road, Waterford 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (XVIII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate energy co-ops. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Especially in light of resource depletion and ambitious climate targets, there is a renewed interest in community 
focussed groups within Ireland on setting up energy and sustainable food cooperatives. This emerging culture 
should be fostered, supported and promoted by Galway City Council. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.facebook.com/AranIslandsenergy 
Aran Islands Energy Co-op, Co. Galway 
 
http://www.energyco-ops.ie 
Energy Co-operatives Ireland, 6 St Galls Gardens North, Windy Arbour, Dublin 14 
 
http://www.sheffieldrenewables.org.uk 
http://www.uk.coop/start-co-op 

 
 

Policy 5.1 Enterprise (XIX) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate Promote a Centre for Practical Sustainability for Galway operating within the R&D, 
renewable energy and sustainable food sectors. The centre will incorporate education, tourism, creativity, 
prototyping, piloting and testing a wide range of solutions. 

 

Background and rationale: 
A key aim of the Centre is bringing the creative commons together with linkages to groups such as 091 Labs, The 
Men’s Shed, Galway City Partnership, arts groups, the local third level colleges and other interested groups. 
Another aim is the creation of disruptive technologies. In comparison with the Centre for Alternative Technology 
(CAT) in Wales, similarities include educational links with third level courses and a demonstration educational 

http://www.enerpower.ie/
http://www.facebook.com/AranIslandsenergy
http://www.energyco-ops.ie/
http://www.sheffieldrenewables.org.uk/
http://www.uk.coop/start-co-op
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tourist visitor centre. The differences (from CAT) is in providing a development hub for inventors and research 
ideas, and for bringing new early-stage overseas technologies to Ireland. While CAT focuses more on mature 
technologies and education, the priority for the Galway Centre would be mainly on new ideas, prototyping, testing 
and development. Educational aims are in bridging the gap by bringing new research ideas from the 3rd level 
institutions through prototyping to the public and industry. The tourism aspect could be in demonstrating energy 
projects in developmental stages that people would not normally get to see.  
 
Example projects for the centre include: 
– Linking food, forestry, agriculture and energy. The Tuam area, well known in the past for its sugar beet factory, 
could become an ideal hub for biofuel-based projects. The Energy Centre would collaborate with the Biorefining 
and Bioenergy Technology Centre (TCBB) whose headquarters is the Ryan Institute in NUIG. The aim is to develop 
biofuels from crops that aren’t required for food. Crops such as simple forestry clippings and grass are used in 
second-generation biofuels. 
– Piloting emerging technologies e.g. Energy Storage Osmotic Power and advances in Solar Technologies. Storage 
technologies that could be piloted and proven in Ireland include Gravel Batteries and new Compressed Air Energy 
Storage (CAES) Systems.. Storage also provides an opportunity to reduce intermittency issues with wind farms 
allowing them to sell electricity to the grid more often, and thereby making them more profitable. 
– The Centre will be a development hub for companies designing new low cost technologies with a strong 
emphasis on automation and test. Bringing new overseas developed technologies to the Irish market. 
– Urban Heating System Upgrade Projects encouraging apartments to use Heat Pumps and Smart Grid. Where 
renovation is not possible upgrading Electric Storage Heating to be IT Intelligent. 
– The centre would consist of a number of complimentary but independent project groups such that different 
projects within the facility can continue in the event of difficulty impacting one cluster. There is potential for good 
synergy due to the abundance of skill sets on-site. 
– Energy reduction projects. Expertise and technology solutions could also be provided for home owners and 
businesses to reduce their energy consumption. 

 
 

Policy 6.1 Retail Strategy (I) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a city centre full-week indoor municipal food market. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A city centre full-week indoor municipal food market for Galway City would be developed. This market would be 
run by the City Council and offer a space for local food producers and retailers. There are many positive aspects to 
such a project including: tourism potential; employment creation; local economy (keeping money in the local 
economy); it would serve as a test bed for new enterprises (affordable rents for start-ups); relatively low cost 
(especially if retrofitting an existing building); social aspect (cafés, place to visit); environmental aspect (food miles, 
sustainability etc.); rejuvenation of a local urban area; good planning practice (city centre instead of increased 
suburban sprawl); strengthen local food security. 
 
Further information:  
 
http://www.englishmarket.ie 
English Market, Cork City 
 
http://www.boqueria.info 
La Boqueria Market, Barcelona, Catalonia/Spain 

 
 

Policy 6.1 Retail Strategy (II) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

http://www.englishmarket.ie/
http://www.boqueria.info/
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 Support and facilitate Slow Food. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Slow Food is an international movement founded in 1986. Promoted as an alternative to fast food, it strives to 
preserve traditional and regional cuisine and encourages farming of plants, seeds and livestock characteristic of 
the local ecosystem. The movement promotes sustainable foods and local small businesses and it campaigns 
against the globalisation of agricultural products. 
 
The principles of Slow Food can be summed by the Seven Pillars: 
– Access to good, clean and fair food 
– Agricultural and food biodiversity 
– Small-scale food production 
– Food sovereignty 
– Language, culture and traditional knowledge 
– Environmentally responsible food production 
– Fair and sustainable trade 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.slowfoodgalway.com 
Slow Food Galway 
 
http://www.slowfoodireland.com 
Slow Food Ireland 

 
 

Policy 6.1 Retail Strategy (III) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate refillable containers. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Refillable bottles and containers allow customers to reuse packaging and so reduce waste. As well as reducing 
one’s ecological footprint, retailers often reward refill users with lower prices. 
 
Some of the biggest brands offer refill services. Ecover, for example, provides refill stations in many Irish health-
food shops to allow people top up their refillable detergent bottles. Shoppers at the Body Shop can avail of their 
deodorant refill service. 
 
This practice could be expanded across many more products and in many more retailers. To increase the popularity 
of refills, they need to be well-designed to withstand being refilled multiple times, convenient and clean to use. 
 
Further information: 
 
www.ecover.com 
Ecover Refill Stations (all over Ireland) 
 
www.thebodyshop.ie 
The Body Shop Ireland, 82 Grafton Street, Dublin 2 

 
 

Policy 6.1 Retail Strategy (IV) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

http://www.slowfoodgalway.com/
http://www.slowfoodireland.com/
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 Support and facilitate ecofashion. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Eco fashion is sustainable fashion that is created and produced with consideration of the environmental and social 
impact it may have throughout its total life span. Fashion can be made more sustainable through the use of 
environmentally friendly materials such as natural dyes and fibres (non-petroleum-based fibres such as wool, silk, 
jute, flax, hemp, cotton, mohair, cashmere, etc.) instead of toxic, synthetic and non-biodegradable materials. 
Although cotton is a natural material, unless it is organic, it requires vast quantities of insecticides and pesticides. 
Fibers and materials can be recycled and reclaimed to be reused in other fashion products. 
 
The people producing the materials must have good working conditions and fair pay. If the product is certified 
Fairtrade, then workers in a factory can make a fair, living wage and it allows farmers and producers get a 
guaranteed minimum price for their goods. 
 
Consideration must be given to a product’s overall footprint (design, manufacturing, shipping, packaging and end 
of life disposal). More local clothing would likely have a lower carbon footprint compared to items that were 
transported great distances. If importing, shipping by sea is preferable to transporting by air.   
 
Further information: 
 
www.prairietraders.com 
Prairie Organic Ltd., Corofin, Tuam, Co. Galway 
 
www.ohhbygum.ie 
Ohh! By Gum, Station House Courtyard, Clifden, Co. Galway 
 
www.apparelcoalition.org 
Sustainable Apparel Coalition, San Francisco, California, USA 
 
www.global-standard.org 
Global Organic Textile Standard 
 
www.redcarpetgreendress.com 
Red Carpet Green Dress Campaign, London 

 

Policy 6.1 Retail Strategy (V) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate new outdoor markets. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Year round weekly farmers’ markets and food markets would be established at appropriate locations around the 
city. These markets would be operated in a similar manner to the Galway City Market near St. Nicholas’ Church 
and would allow local producers and suppliers sell directly to the public. Suitable locations include Woodquay and 
on the pedestrianised (west) side of Eyre Square. Only the west side of Woodquay would be required so as to 
allow traffic on other side. Outdoor markets could also be established on a trial basis in suburban areas to assess 
commercial viability. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.galwaymarket.weebly.com 
Galway City Market, Church Lane and Market Street, Galway City 
 
http://www.iomst.ie 

http://www.galwaymarket.weebly.com/
http://www.iomst.ie/
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Irish Organisation of Market & Street Traders, Philiburgh Avenue, Fairview, Dublin 3 

 
 

Policy 7.2 Creative City (I) 
  
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support the provision of a site/building for a community-led cultural hub for the city centre. 
 

Background and rationale: 
The establishment of a social space for Galway. An autonomous social centre for Galway. Such community spaces 
are common on mainland Europe (especially in Italy, Spain and the Netherlands). A small scale community social 
space existed previously in Galway on Middle Street. The aim would be to rebuild a sense of community, an 
atmosphere of tolerance and respect, a safe and secure environment, and a space for arts, cultural, community and 
other events. The space would have: classes and workshops, (music, languages, yoga, etc.), a peer-run recovery 
college providing education on mental health issues, a large growing space for food production and wellness garden, 
recording studio, dance and performance space, film screenings, meeting spaces for local groups and a café. Ideally, 
a space would be provided by the local authority or a state body at a low or free rent, to progress the work already 
done by the community group An Áit Eile and associated groups. This is in line with the Galway 2020 ECOC bid. 

 
 

Policy 7.2 Creative City (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a Galway Craft Gallery. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A centre for traditional and contemporary craft and design would be established in the city. There would be 
exhibitions, events and education programmes. The centre would display local designers, artists and craft producers 
across a variety of disciplines such as furniture, pottery, clothing, metalwork, weaving, and woodturning. Locally 
produced work would be available to be purchased at the centre. There would be an emphasis on the use of local 
materials. There would be temporary workshop spaces to allow the public view work being created. 
 
www.nationalcraftgallery.ie 
National Craft Gallery, Kilkenny 
 
www.dccoi.ie 
Design and Crafs Councilof Ireland, Castle Yard, Kilkenny 

 
 

Policy 7.2 Creative City (III) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a Galway Environmental Film Awards. 
 

Background and rationale: 
An environmental film awards event would be established (possibly to run during the Galway Film Fleadh) to honour 
film and television productions that convey environmental messages in the most creative and influential ways. 
Winning films would be screened in venues throughout the city during the awards. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.dcenvironmentalfilmfest.org 
Washington Environmental Film Festival, USA 
 

http://www.dcenvironmentalfilmfest.org/
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http://www.ficma.com 
Festival Internacional de Cine del Medio Ambiente (FICMA). Barcelona, Catalonia/Spain 

 
 

Policy 7.2 Creative City (IV) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Encourage greener festivals, events and venues. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A diverse selection of high quality environmental films would be regularly screened in the city (possibly in the new 
Solas Galway Picture Palace on Lower Merchants Road). Documentaries, features, animations and shorts would be 
shown, as well as archival, experimental and children’s film. There would be discussions with filmmakers, 
environmental experts, local and national decision makers and special guests. Occasional outdoor, open-air 
screenings would also be organised and would be free to the public. 
 
There would be concerted initiatives focused on reducing the ecological impact of Galway’s many festivals, events 
and venues. This would involve a comprehensive analysis of the impact of each festival, event or venue, and forward 
planning on how to make each one as green as possible. 
 
Examples of measures that would enhance sustainability include: 
- Waste segregation. A three tier system - food waste, recycling, general waste. 
- Use of recycled paper in all promotional material. Reusable bags; compostable consumables such as biodegradable 
cups and plates. 
- Reduced food miles through the sourcing of local produce. 
- Promotion of use of cycling, walking and public transport (buses, trains). 
- Energy and water conservation measures in accommodation and venues. 
- Provision of tap water to reduce bottled water consumption. 
- Participants could be informed of ways they can help green the event or venue by use of signage and/or a specially 
designed app. 
- Data can be gathered to estimate impacts, and improvement targets can be set for the future. There would also be 
a sustainability award for best practice at local festivals, events and venues. Environmental themes could also be 
explored at certain local festivals (Cúirt, Galway Film Fleadh, Galway Arts Festival, etc.). 
 
Further information: 
 
www.greenyourfestival.ie 
Green Your Festival Initiative, Clean Technology Centre, Cork Institute of Technology 

 
 

Policy 7.2 Creative City (V) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate collaboration between artists and engineers. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Interdisciplinary collaboration between artists and engineers would be encouraged. This would be in accordance with 
Galway’s reputation as a centre for the arts. Collaboration could occur in the design of ecological technologies. An 
example might be the installation of a small hydroelectric generating plant at the Parkavera lock gate, on the 
Eglington Canal in the city, to harness the power of the canal. Information notice boards would be erected near such 
facilities. 
 
Further information: 
 

http://www.ficma.com/
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http://www.landartgenerator.org 
Land Art Generator Initiative, Pittsburgh, USA 

 
 

Policy 7.2 Creative City (VI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate greater engagement between artists and community groups. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Creative partnerships between artists and community groups would be encouraged by creating more community 
artist positions. There would also be more interaction between artists and local schools with working artists playing a 
role in art classes, working on creative projects with school children. Several community groups could connect around 
a specific topic while engaging in a creative project, and so increase their chances of funding. 

 
 

Policy 7.2 Creative City (VII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate sustainable themes, materials and methods in public artwork. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A regular green public artwork would be commissioned in Galway. Funding would be offered to local artists creating 
work, which has an environmental theme and/or uses ecologically benign methods and/or materials (i.e. local, 
natural, recycled, upcycled, reused materials). 

 
 

Policy 7.2 Creative City (VIII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate local artistic talent. 
 

Background and rationale: 
There would be more funding for publications that showcase local talent. Discussions and interviews with artists 
would be organised year round. There would be more local talent competitions and awards. Venues and workshops 
would be made available to artists. There would be an increase in readings, open mics and writer’s residencies. 

 
 

Policy 7.2 Creative City (IX) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a ‘Postcards for 2030’ initiative. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Local schoolchildren and local artists would be invited to create postcards from the future, images of how they would 
imagine Galway will look in the year 2030. The postcards could be created using traditional art techniques (pencil, 
ink, paint, crayon, pastel, watercolour, collage, etc.) or using electronic (digital) media. A large public exhibition of 
these postcards would be organised stimulating debate about the future of Galway.    
 
Further information: 
 
www.postcardsfromthefuture.co.uk 
Postcards from the Future Project, London, UK 

http://www.landartgenerator.org/
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Policy 7.4 Inclusive City (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate volunteerism. 
 

Background and rationale: 
There are hundreds of community groups and local interest-based organisations that rely on voluntary effort in 
Galway. Volunteering can help people feel connected to and participate in their communities and so build a better 
society. We need to promote the value of volunteering and increase the range and quality of volunteering in Galway. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.volunteergalway.ie 
Galway Volunteer Centre, 27 William Street West, Galway 
 
http://www.volunteer.ie 
Volunteer Ireland, 18 Eustace Street, Dublin 2 

 
 

Policy 7.4 Inclusive City (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a Galway Sports day / week / weekend. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Brief description of suggested event below: 
• All the sports clubs in Galway invited to take part in an event held in the Volvo Ocean Race site. Budget could be 
equal to that of the food festival held at the Spanish Arch. 
• Each club would be invited to do a 5 minute presentation on stage about their club, bringing on stage any 
equipment required. 
• A Galway sports day or week would also be a celebration of Galway’s cultural diversity, giving various sports from 
around the world an opportunity to become more visible. 
• Some fun based inter sports games challenges (e.g. as per typical school sports days). 
• Sports tournaments for the various clubs. 

 
 

7.4.5 Youth Engagement (Proposed new subsection) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new section with associated text: 

7.4.5 Youth Engagement 
 
Proposed text: 

We all have a role to play to make a brighter future for everyone. The youth of today will be the adults of 
tomorrow, and they need to understand and be prepared for the considerable challenges we face in the 
coming decades. We need to harness the enthusiasm, imagination and energy of youth to address local 
and global challenges. 
Young people have personal challenges unique to them and to their generation. Cyber bullying and mental 
health are but two issues affecting today’s youth. They need direct and indirect supports for social and 
personal development, creativity and self-confidence building. There needs to be support for families, 
schools and youth facilities. 

 
 

http://www.volunteergalway.ie/
http://www.volunteer.ie/
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Policy 7.4.5 Youth Engagement (Proposed new policy subsection) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new policy sub section with the following text and bullet points: 
 

Policy 7.4.5 Youth Engagement 
- Facilitate the development of youth facilities such as alcohol-free spaces in a new cultural hub for Galway 
and in community centres. 
- Introduce optional, voluntary community service for all young. This would involve a 50 hours community 
work programme that would be completed by age 19. A certificate would be awarded upon completion. 
- Support local outdoor youth groups (scouts, sailing clubs, etc.) 
- Encourage youth engagement in our local democracy.  
- Allow any citizen aged 16 years old or more the opportunity to vote in local elections. 

 

Further information: 
 
http://www.foroige.ie 
Foróige (the National Youth Development Organisation), Park West, Dublin 12 
 
http://www.scouts.ie 
Scouting Ireland, Larch Hill, Dublin 16 
 
http://www.headstrong.ie 
Headstrong, Pearse Street, Dublin 2 

 
 

Policy 8.7 Urban Design (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate quiet spaces. 
 

Background and rationale: 
The creation and provision of places of quietness and calm should be encouraged throughout the city. Quiet 
spaces, indoors and outdoors, can be beneficial for wellbeing. 

 
 

Policy 8.7 Urban Design (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate poster booths for community events. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Similar to the poster booths at NUIG, several poster booths would be installed throughout the city. Only non-
commercial community event posters would be permitted to be erected on these booths. A competition could be 
held for the final design of the booths. 

 
 

9.4 Renewable Energy 
 
Transition Galway recommends the replacement of the current subsection heading: 

9.4 Renewable Energy 
 
Replace with: 

9.4 Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency 

http://www.foroige.ie/
http://www.scouts.ie/
http://www.headstrong.ie/
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Background and rationale: 
There is great potential to reduce fossil fuel use through energy efficiency measures. For that reason it deserves to 
be highlighted in the subsection heading and in this subsection. 

 
 

Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate an oil-free Galway City by 2030. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Galway City would be an exemplar city and test bed for different technologies and approaches by becoming oil-free 
by the year 2030. The government of Sweden proposed a similar programme in 2006 for their entire country to be oil-
free by 2020. A special unit within SEAI (Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland) could be set up to implement this 
ambitious transformation. This programme would involve SEAI liaising with representatives from local government, 
NUIG, GMIT, local NGOs and the Minister for Energy. Sufficient funding and fiscal incentives would come from the 
state and the EU. Many solutions outlined in this document would be implemented. As well as providing an example 
for other small cities around the globe to emulate, there would be significant job creation and tourism potential. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.government.se 
Commission on Oil Independence, Government of Sweden 

 
 

Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (III) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support the promotion of low energy lifestyles. 
 

Background and rationale: 
It is too often overlooked that the most effective, quickest and cheapest way to reduce our environmental impact is 
to reduce the amount of energy we use in the first place. Choices we make everyday determine how sustainably we 
live. Not only are these types of lifestyle greener but they are usually healthier, cheaper and often more satisfying 
than high energy lifestyles. 
 
We can opt for a low energy lifestyle by making certain choices in terms of: 
– how far we live from where we work or study (the nearer the better) 
– how we commute to work/school/college (walking, cycling, public transport are preferable to car use and 
carpooling is better than single person car use). For example, tram users use only 23% of the energy of car users 
comparing an average loaded tram (40 passengers) to an average loaded car (1.35 passengers). 
– how energy efficient our homes are (houses with a better BER (Building Energy Rating) are less wasteful) 
– the food we eat (the more local the better, less processed is better, less meat is better). 
– the products we buy (certain products need less energy than equivalent products) 
– how frequently and how far we travel by air (the less and the shorter the better) 
– living with more people is less wasteful than solo occupancy 
– how we use electric showers: the lowest of the 3 power settings can save about €60 per person per year (the middle 
power can save about €50 per person). 
 
Further information: 
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/enfo/ 
http://www.thegoodshoppingguide.com 
http://www.seai.ie 

http://www.government.se/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/enfo/
http://www.thegoodshoppingguide.com/
http://www.seai.ie/
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http://www.lowcarbongirl.com 
http://www.sustainable-lifestyles.eu 

 
 

Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (IV) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate energy efficiency. 
 

Background and rationale: 
We can be far less wasteful and far more efficient in the way we generate and use energy. According to the 
International Energy Agency improved energy efficiency in buildings, industrial processes and transportation could 
reduce the world’s energy needs in 2050 by one third. Energy efficiency is one of the easiest and most cost effective 
ways to combat climate change, clean the air we breathe, save money for businesses and reduce energy costs for 
ordinary people. Lower levels of energy waste is good for our economy as less money leaves the region and the 
country on imported fuels. 
 
There needs to be greater awareness of the many advantages of energy efficiency. National and local government 
support for energy efficiency (advice, grants, investment, loans, education, legislation) needs to be expanded in order 
to eliminate as much energy waste as possible in our homes, businesses, the public sector, power production, 
transport and manufacturing. 
 
Encouraging and investing in universities, businesses and investors to develop new, energy efficient technologies 
while boosting the efficiency of current technologies on the market is a priority. Government-led awareness 
campaigns are necessary to explain the concept of cost-benefit analysis and of payback period calculations for 
families to encourage investment in energy efficient practices and technologies (many families do not understand 
how much money they can actually save in the medium- to long-term). 
 
The websites listed below outline many measures that increase energy efficiency including: 
– Insulating our buildings 
– Discouraging waste in the workplace such as turning off appliances, lights, printers, etc. when not in use; avoiding 
overheating 
– Replacing inefficient boilers (such as an old oil boiler) with more efficient, renewable technologies such as heat 
pumps 
– A factory investing in newer, more efficient machines 
 
Further information: 
http://www.dcenr.gov.ie 
National Energy Efficiency Action Plan – Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Dublin 2 
 
http://www.seai.ie 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), Wilton Place, Dublin 2 
 
http://www.carbontrust.com 
The Carbon Trust, London, UK 

 
 

Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (V) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate the replacement of open fireplaces with stoves in domestic dwellings. 
 

Background and rationale: 
The fireplace has been a popular feature of the Irish house for many generations. However, open fires and chimneys 

http://www.lowcarbongirl.com/
http://www.sustainable-lifestyles.eu/
http://www.dcenr.gov.ie/
http://www.seai.ie/
http://www.carbontrust.com/
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are very wasteful and are major sources of heat loss. When in use, an open fire is approximately 15-30% efficient, 
which means that around 15-30% of the heat in the fuel is used inside and about 70-85% of the useful heat is wasted 
and lost up the chimney. On the other hand, a modern solid fuel stove can reach efficiencies of 80% or more, meaning 
that only about 20% or less is wasted up the chimney. This means that far less fuel will be used if there is a stove 
installed. Most existing fireplaces are big enough to have a stove fitted and installation costs are modest. 
If a stove is installed, it is more efficient to have a dedicated air supply from outside so that air is not drawn from 
inside the room where the stove is located. 
 
When not in use, an open fire (especially when without a damper) will cause a lot of heat to be lost up the chimney, 
while a stove prevents this significant loss of heat. 
 
The choice of solid fuel used in a stove is important in terms of greenhouse gas emissions: local wood from 
sustainable sources is best and fossil fuels such as coal and turf should be avoided. 
 
A grant could be introduced to encourage the installation of solid fuel stoves in open fireplaces in existing homes. 
Such a grant would help reduce fuel bills, reduce emissions as well as create jobs for local stove installers and stove 
manufacturers. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.seai.ie 
Better Energy Homes Scheme, SEAI 
 
http://www.inisstoves.ie 
Inis Stoves, West Link Business Park, Oranmore, Co. Galway 

 
 

Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (VI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate the use of clean solid fuels for heating in buildings. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Many homes burn solid fuel in fireplaces, ranges and stoves for cooking, space heating and water heating. Solid fuels 
that come from fossil fuels such as coal are dirty and lead to air pollution and respiratory diseases, such as asthma 
and lung cancer. Not only do these dirty solid fuels contribute to climate change, they are also imported which results 
in a great deal of money leaving the local economy. 
After a short phasing out period, only clean and local solid fuel alternatives such as solid wood, wood chip and wood 
pellets would be available. All wood fuel suppliers would be certified by the Wood Fuel Quality Assurance Scheme. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.woodenergy.ie 
http://www.seai.ie 
 
http://www.wfqa.org 
Wood Fuel Quality Assurance Scheme 
 
http://www.brites.eu 
Balcas Ltd., Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh 
 
http://www.worrellharvesting.ie 
Worrell Harvesting Ltd., Ballybrittas, Portlaoise, Co. Laois 

 
 

http://www.seai.ie/
http://www.inisstoves.ie/
http://www.woodenergy.ie/
http://www.seai.ie/
http://www.wfqa.org/
http://www.brites.eu/
http://www.worrellharvesting.ie/
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Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (VII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate locally-sourced bioenergy. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Bioenergy is renewable energy made available from many different materials derived from biological sources such as 
wood, grass, straw, sugar beet, food waste and manure (cattle, pigs, poultry). Both biogas from anaerobic digestion 
of food and agri-wastes, as well as biomass energy crops, are expected to take a major role in a low carbon energy 
future in Ireland. Biomass wood crops with carbon capture and storage can provide net negative emissions in 
generating electricity and district heat through combined heat and power systems. Biogas can also provide 
renewable heating fuel, natural gas vehicle transport fuel, as well as electricity storage from the Sabatier process, 
which converts electrical power to gas.  
 
Historically, biofuels competed with food growing and some caused severe land use change. Newer biofuels focus on 
using waste and have stricter guidelines to ensure environmental sustainability. Land is a resource and should be 
used for the public benefit. Bioenergy has great potential for employment, especially in rural areas. Sustainable 
reforestation of marginal land in Galway can provide biomass energy as well as carbon sinks (trees absorb and store 
carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere). 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.tcbb.ie 
Technology Centre for Biorefining and Bioenergy (TCBB) 
 
http://www.granvilleecopark.com 
Granville Ecopark (Anaerobic Digestion & CHP Plant), Dungannon, Co.Tyrone, Northern Ireland 
 
http://www.irbea.ie 
Irish BioEnergy Association (IrBEA), Enterprise House, O’Brien Road, Carlow 
 
http://www.german-biogas-industry.com/ 
German Biogas Association 
 
http://www.ucc.ie/en/serg/bioenergy/ 
University College Cork (UCC) Bioenergy Research Group 

 
 

Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (VIII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate electricity autoproduction. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Autoproduction of electricity is the production of electricity for a business’s own use on their own premises. This 
arises where an electricity consumer has an onsite generator to provide a portion of their electricity needs. This 
onsite generator is not operated as a backup generator at times of grid outage – rather it displaces imports from 
the grid on a day-to-day basis. 
 
The most common sources of generation technologies are: natural gas fuelled combined heat and power (CHP), 
biomass CHP, anaerobic digestion CHP, small scale hydro, wind power and solar photovoltaic. 
 
There is potential for these generators to be called on by the electricity grid operator if needed via the Smart Grid. 
Companies can finance and operate their own generator themselves. Companies can also get an ESCo (Energy 

http://www.tcbb.ie/
http://www.granvilleecopark.com/
http://www.irbea.ie/
http://www.german-biogas-industry.com/
http://www.ucc.ie/en/serg/bioenergy/
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Service Company) to finance, build, own and operate the generator on their premises. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.enerpower.ie 
Enerpower, Waterford Business Park, Cork Road, Waterford 

 
 

Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (IX) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate anaerobic digestion. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Anaerobic digestion is the process which involves the breakdown of organic material by bacteria in an oxygen-free 
environment to create biogas. Farm, municipal and industrial based plants convert waste material into biogas. 
Agricultural wastes (e.g. animal slurry), silage, sewage sludge, food/canteen waste, garden waste, waste 
vegetable oils and certain industrial waste are the most common feedstocks used. Waste material is fed into a 
digester which contains bacteria. The digester is a closed container and contains zero oxygen. The biogas produced 
can be used for heat and power and the process residue can then be used as a fertiliser. 
 
Currently, there are only about six anaerobic digestion plants in the Republic of Ireland, mostly in the south and 
south-east of the country. This is compared with 26 in Northern Ireland. Some of the reasons for the low level of 
plants in the Republic include a complex planning and licensing system with 8 different permissions required, grid 
connection costs, unattractive electricity tariffs, financing issues and uncertainty in waste policy. This is a 
technology that could be adopted in Galway to help us tackle our waste, create biogas and fertiliser as well as 
create jobs. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.cre.ie 
Cré (The Composting and Anaerobic Digestion Association of Ireland), Enfield, Co. Meath 
 
http://www.biopad.eu 
Bioenergy Proliferation and Deployment 

 
 

Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (X) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate microgeneration energy co-ops. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Microgeneration is the small-scale generation of power by individuals, small businesses and communities. The 
establishment of micro-generator energy co-ops could gather scale, thus enabling its members to negotiate better 
terms from an electricity distributor selling into the single electricity market, in order to gain better pricing for 
microgeneration export to the grid. For example, if some of the occupants of a housing estate were to install PV 
panels on each of their roofs and were to gather together in a co-op in an effort to obtain a better selling price for 
their excess electricity. This would give greater certainty, and make the finance and payback periods of investment 
in low carbon energy technologies more favourable, to microgeneration where currently excess energy must be 
stored in batteries or curtailed when there is insufficient demand. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.facebook.com/AranIslandsenergy 

http://www.enerpower.ie/
http://www.cre.ie/
http://www.biopad.eu/
http://www.facebook.com/AranIslandsenergy
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Aran Islands Energy Co-op, Co. Galway 
 
http://www.energyco-ops.ie 
Energy Co-operatives Ireland, 6 St Galls Gardens North, Windy Arbour, Dublin 14 
 
http://www.sheffieldrenewables.org.uk 
http://www.uk.coop/start-co-op 

 
 

Policy 9.4 Renewable Energy [and Energy Efficiency] (XI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a smart micro grid for Galway. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Replicating Tallaght Smart Micro Grid (Local Authority is one of the agencies involved). The linking of micro grids 
means that regions can greatly increase their energy independence from external and international factors 
thereby greatly increasing their resilience. The agencies involved in the Tallaght project (see 
http://tinyurl.com/tallaghtmicro and http://www.energyco-ops.ie/smart-micro-grid/) are looking to make a larger 
grid based on linking a several smart micro grids using the Tallaght model. Galway as a similar population is ideally 
suited to replicating the activities of the Tallaght local authority. 

 
 

Policy 9.7 Water Services (I) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support ending the fluoridation of the public water supply. 
 

Background and rationale: 
The practice of adding fluoride to the public water supply to reduce tooth decay should end because of concern 
about the possible adverse health effects of fluoridation. Galway (and indeed, Ireland) should follow the example 
of Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Japan, Finland and other developed countries and cease water fluoridation. 
Galway City Council should follow the example of many other Irish local authorities and support the ending of 
fluoridation of the public water supply. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.fluoridealert.org 

 
 

Policy 9.7 Water Services (II) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support the replacement of lead pipes in the water distribution network. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Until about the early 1970s, much of the water pipes were made from lead. However, excessive exposure to lead 
can be harmful, with pregnant women and children under the age of 6 being more susceptible to its effects. Lead 
pipes in the water distribution network and in the plumbing within homes and other buildings should be replaced 
with pipes made from safe alternative materials such as copper or plastic. The relevant state or local authority 
bodies responsible should continue to monitor water supplies at the tap and ensure that this risk is eliminated from 
our water system. 

 
 

http://www.energyco-ops.ie/
http://www.sheffieldrenewables.org.uk/
http://www.uk.coop/start-co-op
http://tinyurl.com/tallaghtmicro
http://www.energyco-ops.ie/smart-micro-grid/
http://www.fluoridealert.org/
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Policy 9.7 Water Services (III) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate rainwater harvesting and greywater recycling. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Rainwater Harvesting 
Using relatively simple technology, rainwater can be collected (usually from the roofs of houses and other 
buildings) and stored in tanks for later use. The wet west of Ireland climate is ideal for the mass collection of 
untreated rainwater for use in gardening, horticulture, livestock, irrigation etc. The collected rainwater can also be 
treated to varying degrees for industrial uses and for domestic use such as in toilets, washing machines, 
dishwashers, showers and baths. 
 
Greywater Recycling 
Greywater is wastewater generated from wash hand basins, showers, baths, clothes washing machines and 
kitchen sinks. Traditionally, greywater is discharged into sewage drains with human waste (from toilets). Instead, 
greywater can be recycled on-site for uses such as toilet flushing, landscape irrigation and constructed wetlands. 
Greywater recycling reduces demand on conventional water supplies; reduces pressure on sewage treatment 
systems and allows nutrients to be reclaimed. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.greywateraction.org 

 
 

Policy 9.7 Water Services (IV) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Provide public drinking water dispensers. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Water dispensers (also called water fountains or drinking fountains) are designed to provide free drinking water to 
the public. They usually consist of a basin with a tap. 
 
Drinking fountains have been in decline in recent years due to the explosion in consumption of bottled water. 
Bottled drinking water is very detrimental for the environment for many reasons including: the bottles are almost 
all made from petrochemicals (oil); a great deal of oil is used to transport bottled water from factories to shops; 
and many of the bottles are not recycled after use ending up in landfill or as litter on our land in our oceans. As 
many people buy bottled water every day, the ecological impact of bottled water is huge. 
 
To reverse this recent trend, we could re-establish and restore public drinking fountains in parks, playgrounds, 
workplaces, schools and colleges throughout the city. For hygiene, they could have a guard and a long spout to 
prevent contact between people’s mouths and the fountain. They would have to be maintained and cleaned 
regularly. 
 
Greater use of reusable bottles would also help reduce the consumption of bottled water. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.tappedthemovie.com 
‘Tapped’ (film) 
 
http://www.puncbottles.com 
PUNC Bottles, Clonakilty, Co. Cork 

 

http://www.greywateraction.org/
http://www.tappedthemovie.com/
http://www.puncbottles.com/
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Policy 9.7 Water Services (V) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Permit compost toilets. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Compost toilets (also called dry toilets) could be permitted in existing and new buildings as they offer a greener 
and potentially cheaper alternative to conventional flush toilet systems. 
There are many types, but basically, the way a compost toilet works is that solids (faeces) and liquids (urine) are 
separated from the beginning. The solids are collected in a container until the container is full. Then the solids are 
left to break down by biological decomposition for up to a year. This composting kills most of the pathogens in the 
solids. The finished compost is nutrient-rich organic matter and is usually only put onto non-edible crops such as 
trees. Urine is pathogen-free and an even richer source of nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorous). Collected 
separately, it is simply diluted with water and used as an excellent fertiliser on lawns and flowerbeds, etc. Some 
people even put the finished compost and urine on edible plants. 
 
Many cultures have been reusing human waste for centuries and modern compost toilets are common in many 
countries such as Sweden (where they are even in apartments). There is a wide range of compost toilets available 
with a huge difference in price between the most basic DIY system and the more sophisticated commercial models. 
 
The main advantages of a compost or dry toilet are: 
– They use hardly any water and some are even waterless. Conventional flush toilets consume vast quantities of 
fresh drinking water (each flush uses between 4 and 9 litres of water). Purifying and transporting mains water 
requires vast amounts of energy and money, and so should be used sparingly. 
– Nutrients are recycled. Both the finished compost and urine are rich in nutrients that can be used in the garden, 
on farms, etc. Human urine is being used as an agricultural fertiliser in countries such as Sweden. 
– There is no need for de-sludging. Not having a sceptic tank, they do not need to be emptied every year by a de-
sludging truck. This saves money and reduces the ecological footprint of such a system. 
– They can be cheaper to install and run. Compared to a conventional flush toilet system with private septic tank or 
municipal sewage connection, compost toilets can be much simpler and therefore cheaper to build and run. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.toiletrevolution.com 
Toilet Revolution, Kilfinane, Co. Limerick 
 
http://www.aquatron.se 
Aquatron, Västerås, Sweden 
 
http://www.dubbletten.nu 
BB Innovation & Co AB, Aneby, Sweden 
 
http://www.humanurehandbook.com 
The Humanure Handbook (book) 

 
 

Policy 9.7 Water Services (VI) 

 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate plant-based wastewater treatment. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Wastewater is any water that has been adversely affected in quality by human influence. Sewage is the most well 

http://www.toiletrevolution.com/
http://www.aquatron.se/
http://www.dubbletten.nu/
http://www.humanurehandbook.com/
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known type of wastewater but others include: storm water (rainwater from roofs, car parks, roads, paths, etc.), 
greywater (e.g. sinks, showers, baths, washing machines and dishwashers), industrial effluents and farm yard 
washings. Plant-based technologies such as constructed wetlands and reed beds can be used to treat wastewater 
in ways that can be less expensive and more environmentally sustainable than conventional methods of effluent 
treatment. 
 
A constructed wetland (or free water constructed wetland) is a purpose-built soil based marsh system in which the 
wastewater flows over the soil substrate. It consists of a fully plastic or clay-lined series of marshes planted with 
appropriate wetland plants. These filter the water and make it acceptable for discharge. The slow movement of 
water allows nutrient-rich sediment to settle out to the base of the system. The bacteria living in the wetland feed 
on the nutrients in the wastewater. 
 
A reed bed (or gravel reed bed treatment system) is a gravel-based system in which the wastewater flows vertically 
or horizontally through the gravel substrate. It works in a similar way to a constructed wetland but may require a 
pump to operate correctly. 
 
There are many advantages to plant-based treatment systems over conventional systems of effluent treatment 
including: 
– Low construction and running costs. These systems avoid the need for large amounts of concrete, steel, 
mechanical and electrical equipment, etc. 
– Easy management. 
– Potential for efficient removal of a wide range of pollutants. They have a wide range of applications. 
– No chemicals are necessary for these systems to operate. 
– Tolerant of variable loads. Most can function effectively with a variable waste load (e.g. schools or caravan sites 
where the usage is seasonal) 
– Wildlife habitat creation. Most of these systems provide shelter for insects and birds adding interest and beauty 
to gardens and other landscapes. 
– More visually attractive. The plant growth, coupled with the wildlife that these systems can attract, makes them 
aesthetically pleasing. This can be important in a scenic area. 
– May be used in conjunction with old or overloaded systems to achieve high discharge standards. 
– Low energy solution. Unless they use pumps, these kinds of systems can need little or no energy to function as 
many use gravity to aid the flow of the water. 
– Wood by-product. Plants used in some of these systems, such as willow, can be coppiced for wood fuel or chipped 
for landscaping. 
– Systems such as a zero discharge willow facility have no discharge into the surrounding environment. This is 
useful when local discharging is not permitted. 
 
These maturing technologies are demonstrating their effectiveness and becoming more widely accepted. Across 
the world, single houses, housing estates, campsites, hotels, farms, industrial facilities and municipal systems are 
increasingly employing these plant-based methods for treating wastewater and for other applications such as 
flood and drought prevention. Plant-based technologies have the potential to form a major part of the solution to 
wastewater treatment in Galway (e.g. at the proposed new housing development at Ardaun). 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.wetlandsystems.ie 
FH Wetland Systems Ltd., Ennis, Co. Clare 
 
http://www.reedbedsirl.com 
Herr Ltd., Dundalk, Co. Louth 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

http://www.wetlandsystems.ie/
http://www.reedbedsirl.com/
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 Support and facilitate home and business waste auditors and consultants. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Specialist waste auditors and consultants can advise individuals, families, organisations and businesses on how to 
lower their environmental impact by adopting greener practices that also save money. Waste auditors and 
consultants work for private companies, local authorities, government bodies or non-governmental organisations. 
Many are self-employed. 
 
The operations of businesses and large organisations are usually complex and often require the services of waste 
auditors and consultants with specialist expertise. The typical course of action for companies and large organisations 
is that a waste auditor or consultant is hired. A special team within the organisation that will focus on waste is then 
set up, ideally with staff that can report directly to management. The waste auditor or consultant undertakes a 
comprehensive waste audit and devises a plan with timeframes for action. Progress is continuously reviewed to see if 
targets are achieved. 
 
Waste auditors and consultants can help us realise the large potential for reduced levels of waste and lower costs 
across all sectors from households to large multinational companies. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.globalactionplan.ie 
Global Action Plan Ireland, Ballymun, Dublin 11 
http://www.greenhospitality.ie 
Green Hospitality Programme, Little Island, Co. Cork 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support the use of ecological cleaning products. 
 

Background and rationale: 
There has been a big shift away from using cleaning products and methods that contain toxic chemicals to cleaning 
with environmentally friendly ingredients. This has taken two forms: one is the greater use of green cleaning 
products available in shops; and the other is that more people making their own cleaning products at home with 
simple ingredients. 
 
Many ingredients found in conventional cleaning products are toxic for aquatic life, and they can also inhibit the 
functioning of septic tanks. Conventional cleaning products cause environmental pollution by their manufacture, 
transportation to the retail outlet and disposal. In addition, some cleaning products on the market contain palm oil 
from unsustainable sources, petrochemicals, synthetic perfumes and phosphates. Many of these synthetic 
ingredients can cause skin irritation and can have long-term health concerns. 
 
People can avoid these potentially harmful ingredients and save money by making their own cleaning products at 
home. Homemade alternatives can be made from simple ingredients such as baking soda, vinegar, unscented soaps, 
vegetable oil, borax, essential oils, honey, beeswax, and lemon juice. There are many books and websites showing 
how to make these simple alternatives. 
 
A wide range of ecological cleaning products are now available at health food shops and supermarkets including 
washing up liquid, degreaser, floor cleaner, descaler, toilet cleaner, laundry liquid and fabric softener. Many of these 
products are made from plant-based ingredients and biodegrade quickly and completely. Many suppliers also offer 
refill services that help reduce waste and are cheaper. 
 
Further information: 
 

http://www.globalactionplan.ie/
http://www.greenhospitality.ie/
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http://www.ecocycle.org/hazwaste/ecofriendly-cleaning 
Eco-Cycle (green cleaning recipes) 
 
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/publications/resources/2011/green-cleaning-recipes 
David Suzuki Foundation (green cleaning recipes) 
 
http://www.lillysecoclean.com 
Lilly’s Eco Clean Ltd., Park West Industrial Estate, Dublin 12 
 
http://www.ecover.com 
Ecover 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (III) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Expand the reuse of cooking oil as biodiesel. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Some cooking oil suppliers also collect waste cooking oil at the same time as they are delivering new oil. The waste 
oils can undergo a cleaning process and be reused again and again as cooking oil, thereby minimising the waste to 
the environment. 
 
Some of the used cooking oil collected that is not suitable to enter the human food chain can be converted into 
biodiesel, which helps reduce greenhouse gases. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.frylite.com 
Frylite Ltd., Strabane, Co.Tyrone 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (IV) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and promote cloth and biodegradable nappies. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Incredibly, most babies need approximately between 4,000 and 6,000 nappies for their first two years. Although 
cloth nappies were the norm until the last few decades, most Irish parents currently opt for disposable nappies. 
However, disposable nappies make up approximately 4% of the waste currently being added to landfills in Ireland 
and they are estimated to take up to 500 years to decompose. Cloth nappies can offer a more sustainable 
alternative, and many parents are switching back to cloth in recent years for environmental and other reasons 
including: 
– Comfort: Cloth nappies are made with soft breathable materials and no plastics, chemicals, or gels which can 
lessen the likelihood of nappy rash and other irritations. 
– Cost: Cloth nappies can work out cheaper compared to standard throwaway nappies. They can be even reused on 
other children. 
– Smells: Cloth nappies can smell less, wet or dirty. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.clothnappylibrary.ie 
 

http://www.ecocycle.org/hazwaste/ecofriendly-cleaning
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/publications/resources/2011/green-cleaning-recipes
http://www.lillysecoclean.com/
http://www.ecover.com/
http://www.frylite.com/
http://www.clothnappylibrary.ie/
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http://www.littleangels.ie 
Little Angles, Moneen, Castlebar, Co. Mayo 
 
http://www.evergreen.ie 
Evergreen Healthfoods, 27 Kilkerrin Business Park, Tuam Road, Galway 
 
http://www.earthmother.ie 
Earth Mother 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (V) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and expand composting and wormeries. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Compost is organic matter that has been decomposed. At the simplest level, the process of composting simply 
requires making a heap of wetted organic matter (leaves, food waste, grass cuttings, etc.) and waiting for the 
materials to break down into humus after a period of weeks or months. Compost is rich in nutrients and is very 
beneficial for soil and so it is used in gardens, landscaping, horticulture and agriculture. Composting is an easy and 
relatively inexpensive way of preventing large amounts of waste ending up in landfill with a very useful material at 
the end of the process. The level of composting in Galway is good but could be further increased in the following 
ways: 
– Better provision of compost facilities in apartments (e.g. smaller brown bins). 
– Greater information and advice on composting in gardens at home (e.g. leaflets, websites). 
– More segregated bins in the city centre that incorporate a compartment for food waste for composting. 
– Greater use of wormeries (or vermicomposting). A wormery makes use of worms, which eat organic matter, to aid 
the composting process. The compost from a wormery can be richer in nutrients and have reduced levels of 
contaminants compared to compost produced by other methods. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.ipcc.ie/advice/composting-diy 
Irish Peatland Conservation Council (advice on home composting) 
 
http://www.originalorganics.ie 
Original Organics Ireland, Kimmage, Dublin 6W 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (VI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate greater waste segregation in fast food restaurants. 
 

Background and rationale: 
There needs to be greater waste segregation within fast food outlets. Different types of waste are normally 
segregated or separated into different bins so that as much as possible of the waste can be recycled or composed. 
Putting all of the waste (food, liquids, packaging) into one bin means that the waste will be very difficult and 
expensive to sort for recycling and composting. 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (VII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

http://www.littleangels.ie/
http://www.evergreen.ie/
http://www.earthmother.ie/
http://www.ipcc.ie/advice/composting-diy
http://www.originalorganics.ie/
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 Support and facilitate compostable packaging and that all fast food packaging be compostable. 
 

Background and rationale: 
For an item to be termed ‘compostable’, it must meet certain scientific standards. Essentially, it must be able to break 
down within a 12-week time frame so that it can be organically recycled together with food waste. The term 
‘biodegradable’, on the other hand, has no such time scale within which it must break down. The period of time 
within which a ‘biodegradable’ material must break down can be extremely uncertain – it could mean one year, 20 
years, or 2000 years. For this reason, ‘compostable’ materials are more sustainable than ‘biodegradable’ materials. 
There are compostable packaging alternatives for practically all types of oil-based plastic packaging. Other 
advantages include: 
– Compostable food packaging can simply be added to a ‘brown bin’ or to a compost heap in a garden. 
– There is no need to clean the packaging. All compostable products go into one bin together with the food waste, 
making it simple. 
– Compostable packaging can turn into nutrient rich compost within 8-12 weeks. The compost can be used to grow 
more plants, creating a closed loop cycle. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.down2earthmaterials.ie 
Down2Earth Materials, Kinsale Road, Cork 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (VIII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Ensure clear, suitable signage at waste collection centres including apartments. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Apartment complexes and other buildings need to incorporate good composting and recycling facilities and systems. 
This will help reduce the amount of waste generated by the occupants going to landfill. 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (IX) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate unused medicine waste collection 
 

Background and rationale: 
Currently unused medicine waste outside the healthcare setting is mixed with general household waste. Pouring 
chemical and pharmaceutical wastes down the drain can impair the functioning of biological sewage treatment 
plants or septic tanks. These can end up polluting the ecosystem and water sources. 
 
As it requires special methods of disposal it should be up to pharmacies to have a collection bin for unused medicine 
and take responsibility for appropriate disposal. 
 
Further information: 
 
www.disposemymeds.org 
Dispose My Meds Initiative, USA 
 
www.hse.ie/eng/services/publications/hospitals/DUMP_-_Disposal_of_unused_medicines_.pdf 
DUMP (Dispose of Unused Medication Properly) – HSE Initiative 

 
 

http://www.down2earthmaterials.ie/
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Policy 9.12 Waste Management (X) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a resource recovery park for Galway. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A resource recovery park (RRP) is a centre where one or many businesses receive and trade materials and products all 
in one location. One or multiple businesses could be involved in reusing, recycling, composting, processing, 
manufacturing, and retail at the same site. All materials for recovery and recycling are brought to and recycled at the 
same location; thus, cutting down on the costs of transportation and traffic volume. These parks work on the 
principle of diverting usable materials from the waste stream and making those materials into new, value-added 
products. 
 
Such a centre would accept a full range of recyclable and re-saleable items, which are available for purchase at the 
centre. Materials that could be accepted for recycling include: plastics, glass, steel, aluminium, paper and cardboard. 
Compostable material could also be accepted, as could used electronic equipment, and construction and demolition 
waste. Drop off charges could apply to certain materials and products. 
 
The centre could accept material and products from businesses and from households. For convenience, such a facility 
could be located near an existing waste facility. 
 
Resource recovery parks can consist of fully commercial enterprises or community-owned enterprises run by a local 
trust, possibly in conjunction with the local authority. They can also be a mixture of both commercial and not-for-
profit enterprises (e.g. charities, scrap dealers, recycling companies, and second hand shops). 
 
A Galway resource recovery park has the potential of helping the local economy and creating local jobs as well as 
helping increase the amount of material diverted from landfill to beneficial uses. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.resourcewaitaki.co.nz 
Waitaki Resource Recovery Park, Oamaru, New Zealand 
 
http://www.urbanore.com 
Urban Ore, Berkeley, California, USA 
 
http://www.tinyurl.com/RRP-Galway 
Resource Recovery Parks (2004 Presentation to Galway City Council) 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate ‘give boxes’ in Galway. 
 

Background and rationale: 
A ‘Give Box’ (or ‘Free Box’) is simply a large walk-in box structure located in a public place, often on a street, where 
people are free to put things in for others or to take things from for themselves. Usually made by volunteers from 
timber and some sheet material, Give Boxes need to be weather-proof as they are located outdoors and they need 
to be large enough to allow people leave their unwanted possessions there for other people to collect for free. The 
concept, which started in Berlin, promotes sustainability, protects resources, boosts community and frees people 
from clutter. Give Boxes could be a novel way for Galwegians to give away their unused or unwanted stuff and so 
reduce waste. 
 

http://www.resourcewaitaki.co.nz/
http://www.urbanore.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/RRP-Galway
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Further information: 
 
http://www.givebox.net 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate a ‘Rediscovery Centre’ for Galway. 
 

Background and rationale: 
The Rediscovery Centre is a training and education centre in Dublin that recovers and reuses furniture, bicycles, 
textiles, paints and much more 
. 
The Dublin Rediscovery Centre is made up of various divisions. Rediscover Furniture provides furniture with a new 
lease of life and actively promotes waste prevention, reuse and recycling, whilst providing employment and training 
opportunities. Rediscover Cycling is the Rediscovery Centre’s bicycle reuse project whose aims are to promote reuse 
and cycling as enjoyable eco-friendly activities, and provide training and work experience opportunities to priority 
groups. Rediscover Fashion produces 100% redesigned, repurposed and recycled fashion. At this Rediscovery Centre, 
everyone is encouraged to ‘rediscover’ fashion through a range of courses and workshops throughout the year at 
various skill levels – from ‘make and take’ courses in cushioning and quilting to upcycling and advanced dressmaking. 
The success of the Dublin Recovery Centre could be emulated in Galway helping to reduce waste as well as create 
training and working experience for local people. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.rediscoverycentre.ie 
Rediscovery Centre Ecostore, Ballymun, Dublin 11 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XIII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate longer opening hours and greater opening days with extended hours on Saturday at 
the Galway City Council Recycling in Liosbán. 

 

Background and rationale: 
Located in the Liosbán Industrial Estate, the Galway City Council Recycling Centre provides a facility for residential 
(non-commercial) customers of Galway City to bring and dispose of all manner of unwanted household or electrical 
items free of charge. Items that are accepted include: glass, shoes, clothes, cooking oil, motor oil, batteries, light 
bulbs, electrical and electronic equipment, ceramics and plastic toys. The opening hours are currently too short. 
Longer opening hours would make it more convenient for people to use thus reducing the amount of waste going to 
landfill. 
 
Another recycling centre of this type should be established on the west side of the city to encourage greater use of 
this kind of facility. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.galwaycity.ie/recycling-centre-2 
Galway City Council Recycling Centre 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XIV) 

http://www.givebox.net/
http://www.rediscoverycentre.ie/
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Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate more waste bring bank centres. 
 

Background and rationale: 
There is a great need for more bring banks (glass and can recycling) in the city to cater for the large number of 
apartment dwellers. These bring centres need to be close to where people live so that it is convenient. 
Some of the bring bank centres could be nicely designed and incorporate seating and landscaping to make them 
more attractive. 
http://www.repak.ie 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XV) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate refurbishment of electronics for reuse in developing countries and disadvantaged 
areas. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Many companies, organisations and individuals replace electronic equipment such as computers with new models. 
The older machines that are replaced are often functioning perfectly well and can be used again by being offered to 
charities for reuse in the developing world or in disadvantaged areas at home. 
 
A large range of electronic products is accepted by the various charities including: computers, laptops, monitors, 
printers, scanners, servers and faxes. The charities either receive the donated products at designated hubs or collect 
them from donors. They then refurbish the products so that they can be used again. In the case of computers, any 
sensitive data is completely removed. As well as transporting the donated equipment to the recipient communities, 
many charities also organise training of local teachers in the use of the computers, etc. The local teachers can then, in 
turn, teach computer and other IT skills to local school children and adults. 
 
Some of the charities have helped set up e-waste recycling facilities to deal with the disposal of donated electronic 
equipment at the end of their useful life. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.camara.org 
Camara Education, Chapelizod Industrial Estate, Dublin 20 
 
http://www.computeraid.org 
Computer Aid International, London, UK 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XVI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate frequent city-wide hazardous waste collection.  
 

Background and rationale: 
Many householders have quantities of hazardous materials (paints, paint stripper, creosote wood preservative, 
poisons, pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, etc.) that have been stored in garages and sheds for years. These 
materials are often out of date and should be disposed of safely. To reduce the likelihood of inadvertent or 
intentional dumping of these materials into the local environment or with the regular domestic waste collection 
service, the local authority should provide a regular mobile hazardous waste collection service for householders. 
A similar service needs to be established for hazardous waste from commercial premises (e.g. waste oils from 

http://www.repak.ie/
http://www.camara.org/
http://www.computeraid.org/
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garages). 
 
These collection services need to be promoted as widely as possible on all local media and on social media as well as 
posters in local places. There also needs to be public education as to the ecological and human impact of dumping 
toxic substances in an uncontrolled or illegal manner. 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XVII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate repair cafés, men’s sheds, makerspaces and fab labs. 
 

Background and rationale: 
These community groups have great potential for collaboration and co-operation in reducing waste. The activity 
encouraged by these groups can lead to more innovation and jobs. There is also a large social and mental health 
dividend from creativity and such social spaces with resulting savings for the health system. The Galway 2020 bid 
includes coming up with shared spaces in the City and these are some of the potential groups who could participate 
in such a venue. 
 
Repair Cafés 
Repair cafés are free community events where people are invited to bring things that are broken to be repaired with 
the aid of expert repair volunteers in a café environment. The cafés aim to encourage people to think about their 
relationship with the items they own and to empower people to repair things themselves. Many have been 
established throughout the country in recent years and amongst the items that are repaired are furniture, electrical 
appliances, bicycles and clothing. Repair Cafés could be set up throughout Galway to help people save money and 
prevent waste. 
http://www.repaircafe.ie 
Repair Café Ireland 
http://www.repaircafe.org 
Repair Café International 
 
Men’s Sheds 
A Men’s Shed is any community-based, non-commercial organisation open to all men where the primary activity is 
the provision of a safe, friendly and inclusive environment. Here the men are able to gather and/or work on 
meaningful projects at their own pace, in their own time and in the company of other men and where the primary 
objective is to advance the health and well-being of the participating men. 
Galway has an excellent Men’s Shed organisation called Cumann na bhFear. Like many other Men’s Sheds groups, 
there is a strong focus on the provision of practical skills including making and repairing everyday items (e.g. bicycle 
maintenance, electronics, soldering, panel beating, and furniture restoration). Members also provide courses and 
workshops on traditional Irish heritage crafts such as woodturning, woodcarving, basket making, blacksmithing, 
drystone walling and beekeeping. 
Cumann na bhFear is a wonderful example of sustainability in action in the community. It is a model that could be 
repeated elsewhere in the city and county. 
http://www.cumannnabhfear.blogspot.ie 
Cumann na bhFear, Unit 1B, Sandy Road Business Park, Galway 
http://www.menssheds.ie 
Men’s Sheds Ireland 
 
Makerspaces 
A makerspace (also called hackerspace) is a collaborative community space for various creative projects such as art, 
woodwork, computer software, craft, photography and electronics. A makerspace usually run training courses, 
events and talks, and also host regular special working group nights for members and visitors to work in an 
environment with like-minded people. It is a place for people to work and collaborate on creative projects, to learn 
and to share their knowledge and skills. 

http://www.repaircafe.ie/
http://www.repaircafe.org/
http://www.cumannnabhfear.blogspot.ie/
http://www.menssheds.ie/
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There is a strong culture of upcycling, repairing, recycling and restoration at makerspaces. Many makerspaces have 
3D printers that can be used to produce missing parts or replace broken parts of items and so extend their 
usefulness. A lot of the projects and skills that are shared at makerspaces help reduce waste. Therefore, existing 
local makerspaces such as 091 Labs should be supported and new makerspaces could be set up throughout Galway. 
http://www.091labs.com 
091 Labs, Roxboro House, Raleigh Row, Galway 
http://www.tog.ie 
TOG Hackerspace, Chancery Lane, Dublin 8 
 
Fab Labs 
A fab lab (fabrication laboratory) is a small-scale workshop offering (personal) digital fabrication. A fab lab is 
generally equipped with an array of flexible computer controlled tools that cover several different length scales and 
various materials, with the aim to make “almost anything” from jewellery to furniture, from models to computer 
hardware. Flexible manufacturing equipment within a fab lab can include: 3D printers; computer controlled 
machines for cutting, milling, turning materials; machines for making circuit boards for computers; and 
microprocessor and digital electronics design, assembly, and test stations. 
Fab labs can be good educational tools and provide many useful services for local businesses such as 3D printing. 
Some fab labs offer workplaces for individuals and small companies to use. Many act as incubators for new 
companies. Fab labs can promote local innovation in new technology. 
Fab labs can play a vital role in promoting sustainable design and production by repairing items, and by using green 
materials and production techniques. Fab labs also allow certain products or components to be produced locally thus 
reducing transportation costs and avoiding the negative environmental impact of importing items from thousands of 
miles away. 
http://www.fablab.saul.ie 
Fab Lab Limerick, 7 Rutland Street, Limerick 
http://www.wecreate.ie 
WeCreate Workspace, Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XVIII) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate composting and recycling facilities and systems in apartment buildings. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Apartment complexes and other buildings need to incorporate wherever possible good composting and recycling 
facilities and systems. This will help reduce the amount of waste generated by the occupants going to landfill. 
Innovation may be required (in the bin systems used) and extra bins can also be located outside the apartment on 
the nearby street at a site provided for by the Council in co-operation with waste collection operators. Bye-laws can 
be drafted if deemed necessary. 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XIX) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate better bye laws and enforcement of food waste regulations at fast food outlets. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Fast food waste is costing the City a large amount of money and has a knock on impact on tourism. Some larger fast 
food outlets get out of obligations by joining Repak. The waste collection service is costing circa €2.2M for street 
cleaning with one outlet alone believed to be accounting for about €200,000 per annum (close to 10% of this 
budget). 
The aim of this request is to maximise producer responsibility. Bye laws can be drafted if deemed necessary. 

 

http://www.091labs.com/
http://www.tog.ie/
http://www.fablab.saul.ie/
http://www.wecreate.ie/
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Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XX) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate increased enforcement of littering by Community Wardens during night tiem hours 
and weekends. 
 

Background and rationale: 
In liaison with Gardaí, a greater presence of community wardens and fines for littering would help change the 
culture of littering in Galway. 

 
 

Policy 9.12 Waste Management (XXI) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate increased public education campaigns including leaflet drops a minimum of every 2 
years on best waste management practice. Separate leaflets on best practice and options available in 
apartments. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Because of Galway's transient rental accommodation, many residents are young (inexperienced in life management), 
come from places with weaker waste diversion systems or are unaware of how best to divert waste from landfill. 

 
 

Policy 9.14 Energy and Associated Infrastructure (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate the installation of single wind turbines in the city. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Galway could generate some of its own power through large single wind turbines installed within the city at 
appropriate locations and at a distance from residential housing. Turbines could be erected both onshore and 
offshore, circa 1MW capacity each. Possible sites include Roscam, Parkmore and the NUIG campus at Dangan. One 
turbine could be on either side of the entrance into Galway Docks (one on Mutton Island and one on the Renmore 
side). The turbines could be of varying designs (such as traditional horizontal axis, vertical axis turbines, etc.), with 
an information board at its base explaining the main technical information. A digital display showing the real time 
electricity generation of the turbine for local people and tourists is also possible. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.dkit.ie 
Dundalk Institute of Technology campus wind turbine, Co. Louth 
 
Burtonport Harbour wind turbine, Co. Donegal 
 
Jersey-Atlantic Wind Farm, New Jersey, USA 
 
http://www.middelgrunden.dk 
Middelgrunden Offshore Wind Farm, Copenhagen, Denmark 

 
 

Policy 9.14 Energy and Associated Infrastructure (II) 
 

http://www.dkit.ie/
http://www.middelgrunden.dk/
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Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate hydropower installations on the River Corrib and the Galway canals. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Hydropower is power derived from the energy of falling water and running water. Galway has a history of hydro 
energy that powered the city’s many mills and ESB power stations (pre-Ardnacrusha Hydrostation) by the water 
flowing through the canals of the city. Hydro turbine technology has matured and is now more commercially 
viable. This could provide development opportunity in returning Galway’s canals and river to work generating 
sustainable renewable energy. 
 
A 1985 report commissioned by the ESB from the NUIG Hydrology Department – “Hydropower Potential of Galway 
City Canals” – rated the power of the canals at 1.5MW, with a maximum power potential of over 4.6MW and an 
annual energy potential of 25GWh/yr. 1.5MW is a similar power output as one large onshore wind turbine. 
Eglinton Canal could provide a maximum of 1.2MW with a turbine at the existing lock gates, while Hunters Canal, 
the eastern (ESB) conduit and Gaol River provide supplementary flows. In maximising the power output capacity, 
priority would need to be given to maintaining the water level and biodiversity of Lough Corrib (especially the 
fisheries) as well as ecosystem maintenance of Galway Bay and flood protection in Galway City. But, where 
suitable, hydro energy resources could be reinstated in a combination of micro-hydro turbine installations as part 
of the water level maintenance systems in both the canals and river bed. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.galway.net/galwayguide/history/waterways 
NUIG O’Loughlin Building (Palmers Mill) Francis turbine, Galway 

 
 

Policy 9.14 Energy and Associated Infrastructure (III) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate microgeneration energy co-ops. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Microgeneration is the small-scale generation of power by individuals, small businesses and communities. The 
establishment of micro-generator energy co-ops could gather scale, thus enabling its members to negotiate better 
terms from an electricity distributor selling into the single electricity market, in order to gain better pricing for 
microgeneration export to the grid. For example, if some of the occupants of a housing estate were to install PV 
panels on each of their roofs and were to gather together in a co-op in an effort to obtain a better selling price for 
their excess electricity. This would give greater certainty, and make the finance and payback periods of investment 
in low carbon energy technologies more favourable, to microgeneration where currently excess energy must be 
stored in batteries or curtailed when there is insufficient demand. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.facebook.com/AranIslandsenergy 
Aran Islands Energy Co-op, Co. Galway 
 
http://www.energyco-ops.ie 
Energy Co-operatives Ireland, 6 St Galls Gardens North, Windy Arbour, Dublin 14 
 
http://www.sheffieldrenewables.org.uk 
http://www.uk.coop/start-co-op 

 
 

Policy 9.14 Energy and Associated Infrastructure (IV) 
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Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate energy storage projects.  
 

Background and rationale: 
Energy Storage (especially of electricity) is very useful because it allows the energy collected by renewable energy 
plants, such as wind farms, be stored until it is needed. A working example is a Concentrated Solar Plant in 
Andalucía Spain, which converts solar energy into a hot molten salt. This energy is later converted to electricity on 
demand from the grid. 
 
The factors impacting on storage are initial cost, efficiency, environmental impact, lifetime, maintenance costs and 
energy density (how much energy can be stored per unit of space). 
 
Energy density is low for both compressed air and gravity (e.g. pumped hydro). However compressed air can be a 
very environmentally benign method of storage. Heat (e.g. molten salts) and chemical storage (e.g. hydrogen or 
methane) are higher density. Nuclear is the most energy dense form developed but most sustainability-focussed 
analysts rule it out due to waste and safety concerns. 
 
Relevant emerging technologies include: 
– Gravel Batteries that use a low cost storage material (crushed gravel). When storing energy, this system 
generates very hot and cold temperatures in two gravel silos. When the grid requires energy, the hot and cold 
energy sources are used to power a heat engine. 
– Compressed air bags may be useful for storing offshore wind energy under sea. 
– Compressed air containers (40ft sized containers) could be matched up with wind farms. 
Other technologies are under development e.g. using gravity, hydrogen power and other types of chemical 
transformation. It is not known which technology, if any, will emerge as the dominant one, as different systems 
may be more suitable for different applications. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spirit_of_Ireland 
Spirit of Ireland 
 
http://www.torresolenergy.com 
Torresol Energy, Madrid, Spain 
 
http://www.isentropic.co.uk 
Isentropic Ltd., Hampshire, UK 
 
http://www.gaelectric.ie/index.php/energy-storage/ 
Gaelectric, Ringsend, Dublin 4 
 
http://www.sustainx.com 
SustainX Inc., New Hampshire, USA 

 
 
 

9.15 Specific Objectives (I) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Expand the Local Agenda 21 scheme. 
 

Background and rationale: 
Since 1997, the Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund promotes sustainable development by assisting 
small-scale environmental projects at a local level. It is administered by local authorities, while the Department of 

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spirit_of_Ireland
http://www.torresolenergy.com/
http://www.isentropic.co.uk/
http://www.gaelectric.ie/index.php/energy-storage/
http://www.sustainx.com/
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Environment maintains a co-ordinating role. These projects involve partnership arrangements between local 
authorities and various local groups, including community groups, schools and environmental NGOs. The Fund 
encourages the involvement of local communities in local action and decision-making, and assists them in working 
towards the goal of sustainable development. This progressive programme needs to be expanded. 

 
 

9.15 Specific Objectives (II) 
 
Transition Galway recommends the addition of a new bullet point: 

 Support and facilitate green community events such as tree planting, conservation projects and beach 
clean-ups. 

 

Background and rationale: 
Green events such as community tree-planting, public talks on environmental issues, conservation projects and beach 
clean-ups bring people together in community and also help improve our local environment. These types of events 
and projects need to be promoted and resourced properly. 
 
Further information: 
 
http://www.conservationvolunteers.ie 
Conservation Volunteers Galway 
 
http://www.friendsofmerlinwoods.com 
Friends of Merlin Woods, Galway 

 
 

http://www.conservationvolunteers.ie/
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